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LISHED AT THE CITY OF WAS 


the gentleman from Ohio, like the devil to the ear \| 


of Eve, and abused him by any such tale, the 
entleman was welcome to produce all the proof 
e could of its truth. 

The charge he again pronounced to be wantonly 
false—made out of the whole cloth—false, utterly 
false, from beginning to end. 

As to the last remark he had made, and of which 
the gentleman had spoken with so much severity, | 
Mr. C. should have been the last man to make 
any such allusion, had he not supposed it justified 
by the unfounded charge brought against him. 
Mr. C. said he was a quiet man, and very hard to 
be got into a fight; but, if the gentleman persisted 


according to rule, allow Mr. C. the choice of weap- | 
ons; and in that case, he should arm himself with | 
a series of Links. [Immense laughter. ] 


TREASURY NOTES, A LOAN, ETC. 
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dent’s misconstruction of, and ill-judged action [do not care. I will put iton that ground. I 


under, this short first clause of this second section | will put it on the ground that is strongest for 
which has brought about the necessity for these || them, and weakest for our side of the question. 
large appropriations of money, and all this war- And I put it to the most slavish friend and fol- 
like preparation which we hear from one end ofthe | lower of the President on this floor, to say, 
Union to the other. This first little clause of the | whether the occupation—the forcible occupation of 
second section contains just forty-three words. | disputed territory, by one of the parties Gepaiite 
Now, it has been said, that the English statute of | it, was not the proximate cause of this war? 

frauds and perjuries cost the people of Great No man will so far stultify himself before the 


| Britain one thousand pounds sterling per word. |; country, as to deny it. The President marched our 


Estimating this short clause by the same rule, it | troops into the heart of a disputed territory. [care 


| has already cost the people of this country two || nothow many Mexican people weve there: whether 


millions of dollars and one hundred lives for every || there were sixty thousand, as it is said, or but a 


| word; and none can foresee what the total amount |; hundred and fifty. He went into it first with an 
in his determination to make a fight of it, he must, || 


* On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved || 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Trssarrs in the chair,) and pro- | 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the issue of treasury notes, a loan, and for other | 


purposes. 


having been read for amendment— 

Mr. CROZIER, of Tennessee, addressed the | 
committee, and moved, as an introduction to his | 
speech, (to bring it strictly within the rules of or- | 
der,) to strike out the first section of the bill. 

Mr. C. said, he understood it was not in order 
to debate a bill in committee on its general merits, 
unless under a motion to amend: he would, there- 
fore, for the purpose of making what he intended 
to say quite in order, move to amend the bill, by | 
striking out the first section. 

This bill, and others of a like character which | 
are to follow it, provide extraordinary appropria- 
tions of the public money. I propose to examine 
what reason there exists for the extraordinary 
occurrences which render these extraordinary ap- 
propriations necessary; after which, I shall ex- 
amine some other fact sand circumstances equally | 
extraordinary. 

_ Twill, in the first place, go back to the incep- | 
tion of the whole matter connected with the com- 
mencement of this war. But as this ground has 
been ably oceupied by others who have preceded 
me, I shall not hold myself bound to lay down 
premises, and follow them out by intermediate 
reasoning to their legitimate conclusions. Yet I | 
shall mention certain important facts, and draw | 
inferences from them as concisely as I can to be 
distinctly understood. 

Let us go back, first, to the resolution for the 
annexation of Texas. How does it read? 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Gongress assembled, That 
Congress doth consent that the territory properly included 
within, and rightfully belonging to the Republic of Texas, 
may be erected into a new Bate, to be called the State of 
Texas, with a republican form of governinent, to be adopted | 
by the people of said Republic, by deputies in convention 
assembled, with the consent of the existing Government, in | 
order that the same may be admitted as one of the States of | 
this Union. 

Notice the cautious language in which the reso- | 
lution is framed. It says ‘properly included with- | 
in.’ And again, it speaks of territory “ rightfully | 
belonging”’ to Texas. Now, if there was no doubt | 
whatever as to the right of Texas to all she claimed, | 
why were words like these put into the resolu- | 
tion? I say, then, that in the very inception of | 
this whole affair, Congress virtually declared the | 





boundary of Texas on the south to be doubtful | 


and undetermined. — . | 
Then let us go to the first clause of the second | 
Section of the resolution: 
Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That the foregoing con- 
sent of Congress is given upon the following conditions, and | 
with the following guarantees, to wit: First, said State to be 
formed, subject to the adjustment by this Governinent of all 
questions of boundary that may arise with other Governments. | 
_ Mark the language! ‘ Upon the following con- | 
ditions, and with the following guarantees.” And 
again: “ all questions of boundary which may arise 
with other Governments,” It is to the Presi- 


15 


is yet to be. | armed force; and then Mexico sent her army to 

Congress, then, at the beginning declared the || drive him out of it. And it was thus the war be- 
boundary of Texas to be doubtful; and some of | gan. Now, no one will deny the principle, which 
the ablest men, both in the House and in the Sen- || is so very clear, that the marching an armed force 
ate, of both political parties, repeatedly said the | into disputed territory, inhabited by citizens of an- 
same thing previous to the annexation of Texas. | other Power, is war itself. I am sorry, sir, that 
I cadocsnnd also that the President’s predecessor, || the gentleman from Pennsylvania, the chairman of 
Mr. Tyler, by selecting these two first sections of || the Committee on Foreign Affairs, [Mr. C. J. In- 
the resolution which I have read for the annexation |) GeRsoLL,] should have represented Mexico as or- 


| of Texas, instead of the third one, as the basis of a |) dering our troops to retire beyond the Sabine. He 


| he should acquire other dominions, and therefore 





| 


| them. ‘ The cohesive power of public plunder” | 


negotiation between her and the United States, de- || said, in reference to the requisition by Arista, that 


; _ || elared the boundary to be doubtful. And if so, |) General Taylor should retire with his army=—** be- 
The bill was read through; and the first section | \ 


then I hold that it was the solemn and bounden || hind the Nueces?” ‘ Not at all—he was ordered to 
duty of Mr. Polk, in conformity with the declara- || retire behind the Sabine.’’ I read the despatch dif- 
tion of Congress, and that of his predecessor also, || ferently. To me, it reads: ** retire with your army 
to send a minister to Mexico to treat on the ques- | behind the Nueces.’’ This is an important fact, 
tion of boundary. I disagree with the gentleman | in which the gentleman makes an important error; 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wintnrop,] in the po- |) for this very request of Arista shows that the thing 
sition assumed by him, that Mexico was guilty ofa || in dispute between the two nations is the territory 
positive wrong in rejecting our minister, if he came | between the Nueces and Rio Grande. It is true, 
to treat on both the questions of boundary and |) that Mexico made some threats about reconquering 
claims. I regret that she did refuse to receive him, || Texas at the time of the adoption of the annexation 
but I disagree with that gentleman that it amount- |, resolutions; but she never intended to put them 
ed to a positive wrong on her part. The President || into execution. She had probably abandoned them 
committed a greater wrong in insisting on joining || altogether; and this request of the Mexican general 
the two questions of claims and boundary. What || to General Taylor, to retire behind the Nueces, 
was obviously the object of the Presidentinall this? |) shows this conclusively. No man can honestly 
What had he in view by joining together these two || doubt, that the marching of our army from Corpus 





| Sao (entirely distinct from each other) of || Christi to the banks of the Rio Grande, was the 


ebt and boundary? It was not intended thereby 
to secure the debt—not at all; for he asked Con- But this must not be argued; the truth must not 
gress for two millions to enable him to treat for || be asserted. Because certain members of this 
peace. Doubtless it was with a view to the acqui- || House have chosen, in discharge of their duty, to 
sition of territory; for I have no hesitation in say- || go into an examination of the causes of the war, 
ing that the claims would have been bartered for || and to speak freely on thatsubject, they are charged 
territory; and territory, too, of the same kind with || by the President, in his message, with giving “aid 
that out of which he selected his minister. He || and comfort to the enemy,”’ and on this floor of 
took him from Louisiana; and as he wanted terri- || being advocates of Mexico. The President has 
tory of the same description, he selected him, pro- || been usually spoken of as a remarkably cautious 
bably, with that express view. I recommend this || man—even to timidity; but it seems to me that he 
reflection to the President’s northern allies, for- || has shown himself upon this subject a remarkably 
merly with southern principles, but now fiercely | bold and rash one; for he has presented here, and 
advocating the Wilmot proviso. Yes, sir, the || now to the country, the same issues that were 
President, believing that his advocacy of the an- || made in the days of the Revolution, viz: the two 
nexation of Texas had elevated him to the Presi- || great issues of freedom of speech, and of taxation 
dency, thought it was necessary to secure his re- || without representation, We are told by him in 
election, or render his Administration noted, that || his message, and by his echoes and followers on 
| this floor, that on the subject of the war our lips 
/ must be sealed. Well, here then we have the 
issue of freedom of speech; and, in the next place, 
| if the war has been brought on, as I think I have 
southern principles was cooling. The people spoke || demonstrated it has been, by the act of the Presi- 
to them last year, and what is now a great deside- || dent, is it not his act which has caused the neces- 
ratum with him has become utterly disgusting to || sity of laying taxes? And has not the President, 
_ by so doing, taxed the people without their con- 
sent? Here, then, we have the second issue. I 


proximate cause of the war. 


his covetous desire for territory became an ungov- 
ernable passion. While, however, his passion 
was increasing, that of his northern allies with 


will probably, on other subjects, keep them to- |, ec. 
gether a while longer. | say, then, he has made, and poe again, in 
But what act brought on the war? In all effects | this early age of the Republic, the very same issues 
we may distinguish two sorts of causes: one is the |) for which our fathers shed their blood in the Revo- 
remote, the other, the proximate cause. In this || lution. And where do we find the Whigs of this 
case, the remote cause of the war was, doubtless, || day? Just where the Whigs were found in the 
the annexation of Texas. But there then stepped |, days of the Revolution—doing battle for freedom 
in a proximate between the remote cause and the | of thought, and ogrines the flagrant abuse of pow- 
ultimate effect. That proximate cause was, the || er; while you find gentlemen on the other side, 
ordering of the American army to march into the | on the side of the highest Executive prerogative, 
disputed territory. Congress had said it was dis- i and advancing for him claims of power such as the 
uted by the annexation resolution. So had the || boldest and most servile courtier ip the days of 
resident’s predecessor, by sending that resolution | Charles the.First, were he now a citizen of this 
to Texas when an independent republic. Will |: republic, would blush to advocate or defend. 
any gentleman here rise in his place, and contra- |! ut now I turn to another part of the subject: 
dict 1t to-day? | and that is, as to the manner in which this war has 
[A voice. “It was not even disputed—it was || been conducted by the President and his party. 
part of Mexico.’’] ‘| And here I shall attempt to show, that instead 
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of waging this war with vigor against Mexico, the | 


President and his party are more intent on waging 
war on a certain political party within the United 
States—that they are far more intent on a political 
victory, and on keeping hold of the spoils, than on 
conquering Mexico, ae 

The gentleman from Mississippi 
Tnomrson] in his speech delivered in this Hall a 
few days since,and written out by himself for the 
press, (and which I have before me,) attempts to 
kill off some of our bravest military commanders, 


i 


TH 








| 1ts partisans are doing, instead of prosecuting the 


(Mr. Jacon 


He talks about Major General Scott, and about the | 


letter written by him over * ahasty plate of soup,”’ 
which he attempts to hold up to ridicule. And 
this reminds me of the very first act of the Admin- 
istration in the prosecution of this war. No 
sooner were orders given by the President to that 
distunguished officer to prepare to take command 
of the army and prosecute a campaign to * con- 
quer a peace with Mexico,”’ than a certain mem- 
ber of the Cabinet (who would do much better to 
direct the whole energy of his mind to the man- 
aging of this war than in dabbling in political in- 
trigues and ecabals) began buzzing, buzzing in the 
ears of the old soldier, very much like a certain in- 
sect very commonly known, [ believe, in Missis- 
sippi, (and with which, doubtless, the gentleman 
is quite familiar,) and with a monotony of tune and 


a bitterness of tone well calculated to harass and ! 


annoy, was perpetually hurrying him off to the Rio 
Geande. Under such an infliction, it is no wonder 
the old veteran lost a little of his philosophy: and 
this is Quite sufficient to account for a rat ler hasty 
plate of soup. 

The largest and the noblest minds may some- 
times be pestered to desperation by the most con- 
temiptible insect: as the lion is said to have torn 
himself and died of rage under the stinging of a 
gnat. 

I say, then, that though we hear it from the 
President himself, and constantly repeated by his 
organ here, that he is for prosecuting this war with 
the utmost vigor against Mexico, it does seem to 


me that he is a great deal more attentive to push- | 


ing a war here at home against his party adversa- 
res, than in urging the war of his country against 
Mexico. 

Well, what happened next? The old soldier, 
goaded to desperation by the teasings of his adver- 
sary, was guilty of indiscretion and not guarded in 
his language; and they—the President, the Cabinet, 
and the organ—exulted in the thought that they had 
killed him off, with more gusto than they have over 
any battle gained over the Mexicans; and then they 
all became very complaisant indeed. They were 
in the best humor in the world; and so they con- 


tinued to be, till the Administration heard with | 


dismay the result of the elections in three of the 
greatest States of the Union. 


The tone of the | 


organ here had been most courteous and bland till | 


that moment; but no sooner did this news salute 
their ears than they all became extremely bitter and 
exasperated. Something must be done: What 
should it be? They met in sad consultation; and 
after hatching and brooding over their plans, it was 
resolved (as I suppose from the result) to take a 
new line of tactics, and call all who did not ap- 
prove of what they had done about the war “ Fed- 
eralists—old Federalists.’°’ And even the Presi- 


dent himself could so far degrade the dignity of 


his high office as to contribute his aid toward fast- 
ening the name on his political opponents, and 


mingle his office with the coming election struggle | 
by inserting a clause in his message charging all || 


who disapproved of the mode in which the war 
had been commenced and conducted, and dared to 


_ or while they were in it. 


express that opinion, as ‘* giving aid and comfort || 


to the enemy.” 
of this proceeding is so glaring that it does not 
even excile my scorn: it cannot raise so Strong an 
emotion: it deserves and has only my pity and 
contempt, my compassion, that we should have 


The puerility and pusillanimity | 


such occupants of offices in the Government so | 


high and so influential, and contempt for their indi- 
vidual littleness. 

And now I turn to events of a later date, that I 
may show that this same policy has been contin- 
ued from the beginning to the present hour, and is 
intended to be kept up to the ead of the war. 

I now desire, Mr. Chairman, to make a few re- 


marks upon a very singular speech of the gentle- | 


man from Mississippi, [Mr. Jacos Tnompson,] 
made here a few days since. Ahd just here I give 
notice that the gentleman’s speech is one link in 


war vigorously against Mexico. [Mr. C. here 
quoted the printed speech of Mr. Jacos Tuomp- 
son. ] 

The gentleman allowed General Taylor some 
eredit for the bravery he had manifested at Palo 
Alto and Resaca, but seemed to think it all tar- 
nished by his delay in not instantly following the 
flying Mexicans across the river, but in remaining 
eight days at Fort Brown. Sir, General Taylor 
himself attributed this delay to the want of a ponton 
train, which, if present, would have supplied at 
once a bridge across the river, and thus enabled 


the entire force of the enemy, and possibly put an 
end to the war. 

sut the gentleman from Mississippi (for whose 
military science and experience Mr. C. had the 
utmost deference) declared to the House that this 
was not the reason. ‘The Secretary of War him- 
self had admitted it in his report. But the gentle- 
man from Mississippi said it was not so. Here, 
then, we had General Taylorand the Secretary on 
one side, and that high military authority, the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, on the other. No doubt 


the gentleman possessed more military science than |! 


both of them put together. 
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON here rose to explain, 


military skill or science, but had expressed it as 
his own opinion, that without the aid of any 
ponton train, General Taylor might have continued 
the pursuit without so great a delay as that of eight 
days. 

Mr. CROZIER resuming said, that notwithstand- 
ing the gentleman’s exceeding modesty, he must still 
attribute to him the possession of great military 
science, skill, and experience; because it was in- 


credible that any gentleman, without these, would | 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


have ventured to make so direct and open a con- | 


tradiction both of the Secretary of War and of the 
General commanding on the spot. 
man was doubtless well competent to judge, or he 
never would have ventured to charge old Rough 
and Ready with inefficiency, because he had not 


| crossed the river without boat or bridge, and fallen 
| upon and slaughtered the flying Mexicans. 


But the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ficxuty] 
was the hardest to please. General Taylor, after 


| his countermarch from Fort Brown, and his return 


on the way to the river, had marched all night, 
and early next morning had encountered the enemy 


posted in strength tointercept him. He had fought || 


No; the gentle- | 


\| four hundred men. 


all day, gained the victory of Palo Alto; he had | 


lain on his arms all the next night, and the next 
morning early had marched four or five miles fur- 
ther, when he found the enemy that he had whip- 


ped the day before again posted in a strong position 
selected by themselves. 
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| my evidence to show what the Administration and || it properly belonged, without any design whatever 


| to do the slightest injustice to General Taylor. 
Mr. CROZIER, resuming, said it was very true 
that the gentleman had stated that as one of the 
reasons why General Taylor was incompetent to 
_command the army; but he had also charged })jm 
with a want of conduct in not pursuing the enemy 
_and cutting them off before they reached the riye; 
_It_was this that had called up and elicited the reply 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. The gentle. 
man then asked, with much spirit and animation 
why the army did not eat. So, after all, one of 
_ his charges resolved itself into this: that General 


| Taylor was not a good landlord; that he did not 
him to complete the victory, and capture or disperse 


ring the bell and feed his soldiers at the right 
time! 

Mr. C., however, thought that there was a rea- 
' son still better than that which had been so prompt. 
_ly given by the honorable gentleman from Penp- 
| sylvania: and it was, that six thousand Mexicans 
had, in two days, been so completely routed by 
our little army of two thousand, that they were no 
longer to be found as an army. They did not re- 
treat from the last battle at Resaca as an army; 
they fled as individuals, throwing away their arms, 
and “‘each man endeavoring to save himself;” and, 
as Ampudia had said afterwards, ‘‘ the moral of the 
| army was completely destroyed,’’ and, so long as 


|| three weeks after, he was still ‘* endeavoring to re- 
| and said that he had not claimed to possess any 


| store it.”’ Had Taylor even pursued them with his 
exhausted troops, the Mexicans, having thrown 
away their arms, would have taken to the chapar- 
ral, where it would have been impossible for our 
| brave fellows, worn out with battle and fainting 
for the want of food, and encumbered by the weight 
of their arms, successfully to follow. 

There was still another reason that might be 
given, which he had no doubt would be a good 
| one with every friend to humanity. Enough of 

blood had been spilled to establish the glory of 
our arms, and the enemy were driven beyond even 
all claim of ours as to territory. There needed 

not one drop more to be shed to enhance the one 
or to secure the other. On that day, sir, I have 

understood that the Mexican battalion from Tam- 
| pico entered the engagement with from three to 
Of this large number, all but 
_ twenty-seven were left dead on the field. Their 
bravery elicited the admiration of our officers and 
soldiers to such an extent that they have often since 
said it seemed a pity tokill them. After a victory 
over such troops as these, it was not necessary for 
the honor of the nation that our little army of two 
thousand men should have pursued the remnant of 
| the six thousand which they had just défeated, and 
‘each man have speared his man in the pursuit. 
| Sir, the victories of Palo Alto, Resaca, and Mon- 
' terey, have added additional lustre to the brilliant 


| achievements of our army in the war of Independ- 


There he had whipped | 


them a second time, and put them to the rout; | 


with two thousand driving six thousand before 
him. But all this did not satisfy the gentleman. 


To gain two splendid victories in two days, and | 


rout three times his own number, was not enough; 
and the gentleman wanted to know why he had not 
gone on right ahead and massacred the flying Mex- 


icans, catching them before they got to the river, | 


Pennsylvania before him [Mr. J. R. Incersou] 


had"answered him at the time, by stating that the || 


The gentleman from || 


army had had nothing to eat for thirty hours, and | 


had been watching, marching, or fighting, nearl 
the whole of that time. 


friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. R. Incersott,] 
which was very natural fora man living in Wash- 
ington, surrounded by plenty, having leisure on 


his hands, and who knew nothing of the privations | 
In reply to the explanation, he || 


of a campaign. 
asks with much earnestness, Well, why did ’nt 
they eat? Thus one of his serious complaints 
against old Rough and Ready is that he does not 


| feed his soldiers regularly. 


Mr. FICKLIN explained that he made no 


The gentleman from Ilh- || 
nois [Mr. Ficxiin] then I a question to my | 


| 
| 
} 


ence and the late war, and every man in the Uni- 

ted States is satisfied with the gallantry and eminent 

ability of General Taylor, except a few censorious 
politicians, who are preparing themselves to be 
visited with the honest indignation of an insulted 
and magnanimous people. 

But to follow the speech of the gentleman from 
Mississippi. [Here Mr. C. quoted farther, till he 
came to the passage where Mr. Tuompson charged 
General Taylor with having been guilty of ‘* egre- 
gious blunders.”"] Yes; the gentleman, after ex- 
aming General Taylor’s movements, convicted him 
of “egregious blunders,”’ and yet disclaimed the 
possession of any military science, and modestly 
admitted that he knew nothing of these matters. 

Mr. THOMPSON again explained that he had 
spoken only of results. [As he turned toward 
Mr. Crozier, much of what he said was lost to 
| the reporter, from his relative position. ] : 

Mr. CROZIER. Yes, it was the results which, 
in the judgment of the very able gentleman, con- 
victed Taylor of having committed ‘* egregious 
_blunders.”” Well, I am speaking of results also. 
| But what more had the gentleman said. (Here 
| Mr. C. quoted on from the speech, till he came to 
_a passage where Mr. Tompson compared war to 


charge against General Taylor’s courage, but | the chase, and professional generals to sportsmen 


accorded to him a full share of valor. 
objection on his part is the leaving the volunteers 
in the peanihennsiel alison of the Rio Grande; and 
his remarks were in answer to his friends, [Mr. 
Caves B. Smrra of Indiana, and Mr. Toomss 
of Georgia,} who blame the President for leaving 
_ the volunteers where they have died of disease. 


His purpose was to place the responsibility where | 


The main | 


who delighted in the sport for its own sake, with- 


|| out regard to the results.] 


| 
i 
j 


| Now, what was the obvious deduction from lan- 
| guage like this? That Taylor, who had commit- 
ted such “egregious blunders” in the battles of 
the 8th and 9th of May, might be fool enough to 
fight, and no more. And that, being a soldier, he 
would be glad the war should continue for its own 
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sake. Yes, that was the gentleman’s opinion of 
the man who was at the head of our army in 
Mexico, and whom the gentleman nevertheless 
characterized as “a thunderbolt of war,” and as a 
«second Marshal Ney.”’ Mr. C. did not know 
that this high-sounding praise, these sugared words, 
would tickle the old hero much; especially when 
it was accompanied by the statement that at Mon- 
terey he had ‘“* had Arista in the hollow of his 
hand,’’ and yet had let him go. 

It was a singular oe which the gentleman 
from Mississippi had taken before all military men 
in this country and elsewhere, that a General who 
at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma had whipped 
an army three times his own number, in hard fight 
in the open field, (they having chosen their own 
position, ) and had at Monterey whipped an op- 
posing force (estimating the advantages of their 
strongly-fortified position) equal to ten times his 
own troops, was unfit to command our army and 
conduct the campaign! What could possibly be 


the motive for venturing on a position like this, in | 
What could have | 


the face of facts like these ? 
prompted assertions so gross as these? A man 
that had gained a victory against a force twice his 
own, and strongly fortified, not fit to command ! 
What, he asked again, could be the motive of this 
gentleman and of the Administration in bringing a 
charge like this? What wasit? Mr. C. should 
not undertake to say; but this he would say, that 
Mr. Polk and his friends greatly underrated the 


astuteness of the people of these United States if | 


he supposed that they did not know, and at no dis- 
tant day would make them sensible of their know- 
ledge. 

Mr. C., mean time, would say this much: that 
every movement of the Administration, from the 


Chippewa ,down to this hour, had been directed 
more against a particular political party in this 
country, and more with a view to get and to keep 
the spoils and plunder of a party victory, than 
against Mexico, or to prosecute a victory there. 
He was forced by facts before him to say thus 
much in discharge of his duty to the people whom 
he represented. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON here again inter- 
posed, and though imperfectly heard, as before, 
was understood ty the reporter to sa 
motive had been a desire to see the war liouptit to 
an early and an honorable conclusion. He had 
had no other. 

Mr. CROZIER said, that if there was any dif- 
ference of opinion as to the motive of wanton at- 
tacks like these, he should leave that to be judged 
by the people. They could see, and would ren- 
der a true verdict on the facts of the case. 

But, to proceed with the gentleman’s speech. | 
He wanted, he said, ‘rapid movements and a. 
short campaign,” &e. 
stood the gentleman, when he spoke, to take a_ 
position a good deal stronger than that which ap-— 
eared in his printed speech. Here the gentleman 
had said, in substance, that he had no confidence 
in vf man whose profession was arms, that he 
would bring this war to a speedy termination, 


porte would he have to fight battles and win | 
aurels, 


the printed speech it was very ambiguous. He 


should like to hear from the gentleman’s own lips 


what his meaning really was. 
Mr. THOMPSON here once more explained. | 
He meant to express the sentiment that a man | 
who belonged to the army, and whose fame was | 
derived from military achievements, would be less | 
likely to bring the war to a speedy termination | 
than one who was not a soldier; that a military | 
man would not be so likely to desire to terminate | 
& campaign as one who was not a mere military 
man. s 
Mr. CROZIER asked why not? He should be 
glad to know thereason. The gentleman must have 
had some reason in his head for such a position. 
Mr. C. was sovry to hear him use such language. | 
The gentleman’s course and previous bearing | 


; 


tl 


| judice against volunteer officers. 


| foundly ignorant of it. 


| fortunate prejudice’’ against volunteers. 
| grieve the gentleman’s breast to be obliged to fear 


that his || 


Now, Mr. C. had under- | 


| same liberty to any other man. 


in|, and had read some comments upon it. 
As the gentleman's language stood in | 


in front? 
| how this could be accounted for, unless the Ten- 
| nesseeans were such tall men that the enemy could 
| hit them while firing over the heads of the Missis- 


|| the brave men from these adjoining States. 
‘| as the gentleman had referred to the speech of, 
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yet every intelligent and elevated man knew well 
that neither charge was true. As for General 
Taylor, he was as anxious to close this war as 
a other man in this wide world, 

ut what more did the gentleman charge? He 
said it was well known—(and it grieved the gen- 
tleman exceedingly; it pained him at his veyy 
breast)—but it was well known to all that the offi- 
cers of the regular army entertained an undue pre- 
Well known to 
all! Mr. C. said, for one, he knew no such thine. 
The gentleman regretted it, oh, how deeply! but he 
feared, greatly feared, that General Taylor was not 
wholly exempt from that prejudice. Mark the in- 
sinuation! Now, Mr. C. had never heard such a 
thing said or insinuated before. He was pro- 
And how should it have 
arisen particularly in the mind of that gentleman? 
Had not that very gentleman himself this session 


| voted to raise ten regiments of regulars in preference 


to volunteers? [Laughter.] The gentleman’s own 
President, and his own Secretary, and his own 
arty, recommended regulars, not volunteers. 

ould the gentleman say they, too, “* had an un- 
Did it 


that Mr. Polk “ was not altogether free from that 
prejudice??? That his Secretary of War, himself, 
and his party had these prejudices? Did the gen- 


| tleman really believe that the peonle were sunk so 


low in intelligence that they could not understand 
that? The President saying that regulars were to 


| be preferred; the gentleman himself voting that 


regulars should be preferred; and yet here openly 
charging General Taylor with having an unfortu- 


| nate prejudice against volunteers and volunteer 
| officers. 
moment when the Secretary of War began to || 
whisper in the ear of the old soldier of Niagara and | 


The gentleman could not regret General 


Taylor’s prejudice more exceedingly than Mr. C, | 
| did that the gentleman should have put down such | 
| a charge in his speech. 


Mr. C. here again quoted Mr. Tuompson as 


| saying in his speech that the Mississippians and 

. Tennesseeans at Monterey had saved Taylor, and 
said that the gentleman's extensive military infor- 

| mation might perhaps justify him in going so far. | 

| Mr. C. admitted that at Monterey our volunteers 


had fought gloriously—as well, in all respects, as 


| the regulars; but, as to Taylor being saved by a 


eharge of the Mississippi and Tennessee troops, if 
any gentleman here but one coming from the State 
of Mississippi had made such a remark, placing 
the Mississippians before the Tennesseeans, he 
should have called him to account for it. If any 
other gentleman than a Mississippian speaks of 


| that charge, he must designate it as “ the charge 


of the Tennessee and the Mississippi volunteers,” 
for the Tennessecans occupied the front rank on 


that day. But as the gentleman was acting as the | 


poet of Mississippi, Mr. C. should allow him his 
poetic license. He would not, however, allow the 


Mr. THOMPSON here again rose: to explain, 


| but as now he turned wholly and entirely from 
| the reporter, not one word of the explanation 


reached his ear. He was understood to say, how- 
ever, that he got his facts from a speech of Colonel 


, . Jefferson Davis. 
because the tonger a war continued the more orp- || 


Mr. CROZIER said he recollected the speech, 
He did 
not, however, understand how Colonel Davis ac- 


|| counted for the fact that more of the Tennessee 
volunteers had been killed than of those from Mis- |, 


sissippi. Was it that the Mississippi troops were 


Now, Mr. C. could not for his life see 


sippimen. [Much laughter.]} ; 
But Mr. C. was not for countenancing, far less 


promoting anything like jealous rivalry a 
ut, 


Colonel Davis, it became necessary for him to no- 
tice this part of it. 


But the gentleman complained of the capitula- | 


tion at Monterey. This was one of the chief 
items of proof of General Taylor’s incompetency. 


here had impressed him with the conviction that | He had had Arista “in the hollow of his hand,” 
that gentleman must have far loftier and nobler || and had suffered him to escape. 


sentiments than such as were common to the | 
ignorant and the envious. We all had heard the | 
Vulgar charge that lawyers made laws to suit | 
themselves, and that physicians kept their patients | 
sick that they might get a fat bill against them; | 








Now, Mr. C. understood that this very Colonel 
Jefferson Davis was one of the commissioners 
who drew up and signed that capitulation. 


{ 
Mr. THOMPSON said it was very trae that | aman 
Colonel Davis had been one of the commissioners. || an army and fight the enemy must be skilful in 
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Mr. T. had at first heard that General Taylor 
yielded, very reluctantly, to the option of the 
rest of the commissioners in favor of the eapitu- 
lation; but, from a letter of Colonel Henderson, 
since published, he learned that the commissioners 
acted under express instractions from General 
Taylor himself, and that Colonel Davis had, of 
course, to submit. 

Mr. CROZIER said, if the gentleman would 
agree to the statement that Colonel Davis and his 
associate commissoners were told by General Tay- 
lor, that they must agree to just such and such 
terms, and none other; that they were tied up by 
previous orders, and though called commissioners 
were in fact automatons, then he would consent 
that the gentleman should lay the whole blame 
upon old * Rough and Ready.”? His own under- 
standing was, that the whole regular force of the 
army fully assented to the necessity and propriety 
of the capitulation. And, until Colonel Davia 
made the same assertion as the gentleman says 
Henderson did, the gentleman and his former col- 
league, Colonel Davis, but remain in confict upon 
this subject. The measure was right. Would 
the gentleman have had him go after Arista with 
his whole force, volunteers and all? ‘The gentle- 
man wanted a short campaign; but what would he 
have had General Taylor to do, when he had not 
means enough to transport provisions for his own 
troops, let alone the Mexicans, whom the gentle- 
man would have had him make prisoners? ‘The 


General had it not in his power, here, to please the 


gentleman from Hlinois, [Mr. Fiekiin,| by calling 


| his army to eat, [a laugh,] for he had net enough 


even for his own troops. 

Mr. JACOB ‘THOMPSON said the fact stated 
hy the gentleman was entirely new to him; yet it 
mizht possibly be true. 

Mr. CROZIER said it was true, and it was a 
very important fact which the gentleman ought to 
have known before he condemned General Taylor, 

Mr. C. said he had seen it stated in divers letters 
from persons on the spot. The general had not 
provisions there to feed his own army, because the 
Democratic President and his Secretary of War 
were more busy in attending to political matters 
nearer home. He had no wagons at that time to 
transport provisions. The Administration had not 
furnished him a single wagon, and he had to turn 
out and buy mules from the Mexicans to transport 
his baggage and provisions. Such is the imbecil- 
ity of the President and his Cabinet, This is the 
vigorous manner in which they carry on the war! 
If General Taylor had made prisoners of a larger 
force than his own, what would he have done with 
them? Perhaps the military skill of the gentleman 
"can inform us. 
| From the day he had first mounted his horse to 
| invade Mexico to this hour, the enemy had not 

stopped him for one moment. If it had been a 


| 


| party of emigrants to Mexico instead of the Amer- 


ican army, they could not have advanced any 
faster. The slowness ofthe advance was wholly 
| chargeable in the mismanagement of the Executive 
| in not forwarding the means of transportation, 

| Another reason why General Taylor had not 
shed more Mexican blood, so as to satisfy fully 
‘the bloodthirsty gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
| Ficxuin,] was, that his orders from the department 
did not permit him. Mr. Secretary Marcy, to be 
| sure, told him that the war must be prosecuted 
vigorously—very vigorously; and the organ here 
'was reéchoing the same thing from day to day; 
| but, at the same time, he was told that he must use 


| **policy;” that the Administration approved all 
| that he had thus far done, while the gentleman 
‘from Mississippi thought, on the contrary, that 
ba? 2 had committed ** egregious blunders.”’ 


Vell, to return to the Secretary’s letter. That 


| functionary told General Taylor no less than four 


different times in one letter that the President *‘ex- 
pected much from General Taylor’s poxicy.’’ 


(The Secretary certainly came from the right place 


to be skilful in policy.) [Here Mr. C. quoted 
the letter of Secretary Marcy, where he directed 
General Taylor to conciliate the inhabitants of the 
country, ani to let them see that we desired peace, 
&c.] Ti appeared that the Secre wanted to 
| make Old Rough and Ready as skilful in policy 
and the mancuvres of dissimulation as if he had 
come from the Empire State itself. It was said 
that ** contrivance was half the work,”’ but he 
never knew that a general appointed to command 
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negotiating also, He never had heard that doctrine 
till it had been advanced as one of the arguments 
in favor of a lieutenant general. But, by some 
means or other, General Taylor must be put down. 
The gentleman from Mississippi repudiated him 
entirely because he had such a deep prejudice | 
against volunteers, and yet he himself voted against 
volunteers and in favor of regulars, and not only 
so, but to supersede him by the appointment of a 
new grade of commander. 

Mr. ©. said he had something to say as to the 
slowness of Congress itself in this war. ‘The gen- 
tleman wanted a vigorous and a short campaign; 
and yet here we were in the middle of the session 
and nothing done, ‘The people would let gentlemen 
know that they understood the difference between 
profession and practice. What had been done? 
On the very first day a bill was promptly intro- 
duced by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 

tovp,} providing bounty land for the volunteers. 
lor his own part, he thought that some great 
change must have come over the gentleman from 
Kentucky; for that gentleman voted against in- 
creasing the pay of volunteers at the last session. 
Mr ©. was much pleased with this promptitade, | 
But what had followed? The very first speech | 
made it manifest how deep was the gentleman's 

feeling in favor of volunteers, for it gave way be- 

fore a single fire from a gentleman of Obto, 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON asked whose fault it 
was that more had not been done? The House 
were on one of the appropriation bills, but cventle- 
men refused to vote, 

Mr. CROZIER. You had the majority, 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON. Yes, but some of the ma- 
jority were absent, [A laugh.] I admit it was 
their fault, and let the responsibility rest on them, 

Mr. CROZIER said in that sentiment he fully 
agreed. He wanted the country to hear it. He 
wanted the world to know that the party could | 
rally where a vote was to be passed giving the 
President the appointment of officers. There were 
enough of them to form a quorum by themselves 
without any Whig help, id they were always on 
hand when any patronage was to be authorized. 
If gentlemen wanted a short campaign, and they 
were such master-spirits in strategy that they were 
able to correct the ‘egregious blunders” of Old 
Zack ‘Taylor, let diem encourage him by their own 
example. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Boyp] had 
fled, as he said, at the first fire from Ohio, and 
recommitted the bill. There was a good deal 
more, he feared, at the bottom of this movement 
than kind feeling for the soldier. He rather thought 
there was a much stronger motive in the hope of 
graduation, and of the success of certain roads # 
and canals. 

It had been the policy of certain gentlemen here 
to throw bribes into new States by holding out the 
promise of giving them the public lands within | 
their borders to induce them to attach themselves 
to a certain party. Mr, C. was against all such 
projects. He wanted the people of Tennessee to 
get their share in the public domain—the common 
property of all the States. They had fought as 
many battles to win them as any of their sister 
States, as well in the Revolution as since. And 
now that some of her sons are engaged in the ser- | 
vice of the country, he was in favor of making 
liberal donations to them out of the public domain, | 


and inthis way the citizens of his own State might | 
receive sone benefit from the public lands, in which | 
heretofore they participated but litle compared 

with those of some of the sister States. 

The committee rose, in order to receive a mo- 
tion in the House for putting an end to the debate; 
and— 

Mr. RATHBUN moved the usual resolution to 
close the debate on the bill at three o’clock this day, 
and asked the previous question, which was sec- 
onded; but, before the main question was ordered 
to be put— 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. : 

The vote was decided by yeas and nays: Yeas 
68, nays 104. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question recurred on ordering the main 
question to be put. . , 

The vote on the question was decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas and nays: Yeas 107, nays 55. 

So the main question was orJered to be put, and 
the resolution was agreed to, 


The House again resolved itself into Committee | 


of the Whole on the bill, and— 


| was required to bolster up its credit. 


out the first section. 
Mr. GILES obtained the floor, (but twenty 
minutes remaining of the time allotted to debate, ) 
nd addressed the committee as follows: 
Mr. Cuamman: In the few moments I have 
between this and the hour at which the committee 
will commence voting, | propose te be so much out 
of order, according to the practice of this House, 
as to address the few remarks | have the honor to 
submit, to the bill which is now pending before the 
committee; and I will premise what 1 have to say 
by the declaration that, let the bill assume what 
shape it may, I shall vote for it; and I shall vote 
cheerfully for any amount of means, men, and 
money, that the Government may ask to carry on 
and terminate successfully, and 1, hope speedily, 
the contest in which the country is engaged. But 
I wish to submit briefly to the committee the 
changes which | think the bill should undergo 
before it receives the final action of the commit- 
tee. 
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ten years to come. It would, therefore, be making 
5 


a useless pledge. 
Mr. CROZIER withdrew his motion to strike 


I am opposed to this section for another reason 
You propose to enable, or authorize the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, from these pledges of the publie 
lands, first to pay the interest that may accrue on 
this debt, and then to purchase said stocks at their 
‘* market value.’’ Now, if this section is to pass 
I hope the latter part of it, at least, will be altered. 


Why, to purchase it at the market value, you 


Mr. Chairman, I shall propose, when the reso- || 


lution shall have been reached, a change in the 


fourth section of the bill, the latter clause of || 
which is as follows: 


« And the Secretary of the Treasury is further authorized, 
with the approbation of the President of the United States, 
to borrow, from time to time, not under par, such sums as 
the President may think expedient, on the credit of such 
notes.”’ 


Now, it does appear to me, that no such provi- | 


‘sion should be passed by this Congress to enable 


the Government to raise the means. It would be 
nothing more nor less than making your Govern- 
ment a broker to go into the community to pledge 
these notes to raise money. Now, I would prefer, 
if the Government is to borrow money, and not 
to pay out their treasury notes which are provided 
for by other sections, that they should borrow it on 
their stock, and not by hawking as it were these 
treasury notes from broker’s shop to broker’s shop 
for the purpose of raising money. 

I shall propose, Mr. Chairman, when the nine- 
teenth section shall be reached, to strike it out, and 
substitute for it the section which I will send to the | 
Clerk and ask him to read. The Clerk read as 
follows: . 

That a duty of twenty per cent. ad valorem be, and the 
same is hereby, laid on all tea and coffee imported into this 
country from and after the first day of March next; and that 
the same rate of duty shall be levied and collected on said | 
article until the first day of March, 1849, and no longer.” 

I am opposed, Mr. Chairman, to the 19th sec- 
tion for many reasons: 

I am opposed to it, first and principally, because 
it proposes to pledge a certain partion of the pub- | 
lic funds for the payment of the interest, and then 
the principal, of this particular debt, which is pro- 
posed to be created now. [look upon it as not 
consistent with the dignity and the high character 
of this country; & country that has presented to 
the world, on two different occasions, the proud 
spectacle of a nation paying off its public debt—a 
thing unprecedented in the history of nations. 
Now, sir, if this Government cannot go into mar- | 
ket and raise what amount may be wanted—if it 
cannot raise the small amount of twenty-three mil- 
lion of dollars proposed by this bill; if her credit 


| alone is not sufficient to enable her to borrow this 


money on favorable.terms, no specific pledge of 
this kind will add to our credit. I look upon it as 
a useless provision, as derogatory to the character 
of the Government, that it requires this—for it | 
would appear from the drafting of this bill that it 


I am‘ opposed to it because we have already cre- 
ated a stock debt. We have already borrowed 


make your Treasury Department a broker! Anq 
I shall move that *‘ market value” be stricken out 
and “ par value”’ be substituted. Let your Govern. 
ment never depreciate their securities, never buy 
them for less than the amount they purport to bear 
on their face, and never buy them at a premium 
but wait until they have arrived at maturity, when 
you are entitled to redeem theni, unless the holders 
are willing to dispose of them at par before that 


|| time, and the Government is prepared to redeem 


them. 1 foresee that there might be great corrup- 
tion in carrying out this provision of the bill. If 
your Government enter into market to purchase 
these stocks, if they were at 107 or 105, the very 
fact that the Government was in the market pur- 


chasing them, would enhance their price immedi- 


ately. And furthermore, there is no reason for 
this provision. We can apprehend no heavy sur- 
plus in the treasury, if we adhere to our present 
revenue system, for many years tocome. There 
is no reason why this engine of corruption should 
be pla¢@d in the hands of any party, or any officer 
in any department of the Government. Buy your 
stocks at their par value if you have the money, 
and the holders will receive it; pay them off be- 
fore they arrive at maturity if they are below par; 
or if they are above par, wait ull they arrive at 
maturity, and pay what the faith of the Govern- 
ment is pledged to pay and redeem, 

I am opposed to this section for another reason: 
we are in a State of war; we have sanctioned the 
war; it is our war; it is a just war, forced upon 
the country by the unjust acts of a neighboring 


|Government. It requires additional means to carry 


it on successfully. Your treasury—the ordinary 
receipts of your treasury are not sufficient for this 
yurpose: you have to become again a borrower. 
wens Government has to go into the money mar- 
ket to get the capital of the country to sustain the 
Government in this crisis. Now, if you wish to 
borrow money on favorable terms, and your treas- 
ury is deficient, I hold it to be one of the clearest 
principles of finance, that you must, when you 
propose to borrow this money, create additional 
means—that you must lay additional taxes. If 
you wish to borrow on favorable terms, you must 
open new sources of revenue, to place yourselves 
in a condition to meet the interest and principal of 


' this debt when it matures. 


I shall, for these reasons, submit at the proper 
time the amendment which the Clerk has read. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have heard much said 
about these duties on tea and coffee. Why, sir, 


it does appear to me that, in a time of war, when 


our Government tells you that your treasury is 
anguishing for the want of means, whén you want 
not only men, but ‘ the sinews of war,”’ to plant 
our eagles in the mountain fastnesses of Mexico; 
it does appear to me that it is not doing justice to 


the spirit of the American people to believe for one 
moment that they would hesitate to pay this small 
tax upon these luxuries of life to sustain their 


money, and those-who have taken the scrip, or | 


| purchased the stock of the Government, are entitled || 
: to look to the whole funds of the Government for | 
the payment of the interest and principal of the | 
loans they have made; and it would be unjust to 


them to divert now one portion of the public funds 
specifically to meet a loan subsequently contracted. 
I am opposed to it for another reason: Because | 


if this land-bounty is to be given to the soldiers— || re ma 
| different schedules, on which, if you put five per 
. cent. additional duty, itis prohibitory; you get no 
in the other end of the Capitol, that some provis- | revenue at all. There are many paying now as 


and to judge from the interest manifested on the 
subject on this floor, and from what is transpiring 


ion of the nature of land- 


unty to the regulars | 
and volunteers of 


our army in Mexico is to be 


‘ made—this whole fund will be absorbed for some | 


| 
| 


Government in this crisis. Is there any more 
legitimate subject of taxation than this to which I 
allude? You would find, on referring to the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, that they would 
yield, at the lowest estimate, two and a half mil- 
jions of dollars in revenue. There can be no more 
eertain source of taxation than a duty on tea and 
coffee. 2% 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I have heard an intima- 
tionfhere—and I think something of that kind was 
suggested the other day—that instead of the tax 


‘| on tea and coffee, you should increase the different 


schedules in the tariff act of last sutmmer five per 


cent. Now, does it appear by any means certain 


that that would increase the receipts into your 
treasury? Why, there are many items in those 


bly bear: put five 
you dry up that 


I believe, 


high a duty as they would possi 
per cent. more on them, and 
source of revenue to the Government. 
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Mr. Chairman, that by a careful revision—and I | 
hope the Committee of Ways and Means, over | 
whom presides with so much ability my friend | 
from North Carolina, (Mr. MeKay,] will turn 
their attention to the subject—by a careful revision 
of the different schedules of the tariff of 1846, some 
items in the twenty per cent. schedule might be 
transferred to the thirty per cent. schedule, and 
some might be brought from the ten per cent. 
schedule to the twenty per cent. schedule, and still 
ield additional revenue to the Government. But 
io take the tariff act, and er add five 
er cent. upon its different schedules, I believe, | 
instead of bringing additional revenue into the 
treasury, would lessen the revenue now received. | 

There is another portion of this bill, Mr. Chair- 
man, which it strikes me would require amend- 
ment. Itis in the th section. It provides, ‘ that 
‘the said treasury notes shall be transferable, by 
‘delivery and assignment endorsed thereon, by the 

person to whose order the same shall on the face 
‘thereof be made payable.”’ 

Now, sir, these treasury notes, if the power to 
issue them be exercised, (and no doubt it will,) 
will find their way to remote parts of this Confed- 
eracy—will go to the Rio Grande—will be paid out, 
no doubt, to the contractors of your army, and to 
your soldiers and officers. It does appear to me 
that they should be payable to bearer. I can per- 
ceive no reason why they should be made assign- 
able by the endorsement of the party who first 
received them. If the policy of the Government, 
by placing them at interest, is to keep them at par; 
if it be the object of the bill to guard those who 
hold them against loss; that they shall not de- 
preciate in the hands of the public creditor, every 
facility for their transfer should be given. Make 
them payable by endorsement, and you require 
the party who holds them, when he demands the | 
payment of the interest upon them at the treasury, 
to prove the handwriting of the endorser. Now, 
how is that to be done? They are paid out to the 
public creditors in New York. They find their 
way then to New Orleans. How is the holder 
at New Orleans to prove the handwriting of the 
first endorser, who is the payee, according to the 
statute now proposed? I can perceive no reason | 
why they should be made payable in the first in- 
stance by endorsement, and afterwards to bearer. 
Why not in the first instance to bearer? Your 
Government officers certainly will not issue them | 
fraudulently. 

eee They might get into circulation fraud- | 
ulently. 

Mr. GILES. It could only be then by the 
fraud of the officers of the Government, and b 
fraud any of your laws may be evaded. Make 
them payable to bearer, and wherever they are 
received, the holder would be entitled to the prin- 
cipal and interest which they purport to bear on 
their face, by the presentation of the notes alone, | 
without the necessity of proving any endorsement 
—a necessity which would have the tendency to— 
lessen the value of the notes. It is suggested in | 
front, that by doing so, you make ita bank. But 
not more so than the bill itself proposes. 
cone 7 G. was stopped by the expiration of | 
the hour, i| 

A motion was made to strike out ‘ 423,000,000,”" 
and insert * $10,000,000.’’ Disagreed to. 

Mr. McHENRY moved to strike out “ fifty,” 
and insert * twenty,” so that it would read, “of 
denominations not es than twenty dollars.” Dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to strike out ‘ $23,- 
000,000,” and insert ‘$19,000,000. Disagreed | 
lo. 

The second section was read. | 

Mr. McKAY moved to add, between the words | 
‘provided that” and the word ‘such,’ in the | 
twelfth line, the words ‘ after the maturity of any | 
such notes.”” Agreed to. ! 

The third section was read. | 

Mr. McKAY moved to strike out the word | 
‘*section,”’ in the nineteenth line, and insert in lieu 
thereof the word “act,” so that it would read 
‘duties enjoined upon them by this act,” &c. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. GILES moved to amend the fourth section 
by striking out the latter part, beginning with the 
words ‘* And the Secretary of the Treasury,” &c. 
Disagreed to. 

Mr. GILES moved to amend the fifth section | 
by striking out all the section after the words “ by | 


| 
} 
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of dollars.”’ 


|} transfer and disbursement of the public money:? 


delivery and,”’ and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words “ made payable to bearer.’’ Disagreed te. 

There was no amendment to the sixth section. 

r. HUN , oy directi ie Com- 

Mr. HUNGERFORD, by direction of the C 
mittee of Ways and Means, moved to amend the 
seventh, section by striking out all after the enact- 
ing words, and inserting: 

«That every collector, receiver of public moneys, or other 
officer or agent of the United States, shall, on receipt of nny 
treasury notes in payment for the Government, take from the 
holder thereof a receipt on the back of each of said notes, 
stating distinctly the date and the amount received ; and shall 
keep, according to such forms as shalt be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, entries of whom received, the 
number, date, and respective amounts of principal and inter- 
est of each and every treasury note thus received; and, on 
delivering the same to the Treasurer, shall reevive credit for 
the amount paid, as prescribed in the last section, provided 
no error shall appear.” 

This amendment was agreed to. 

No amendment was proposed to the 8th section. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend the 9th see- 
tion, {fi the tenth line, by inserting between the 
word ** aforesaid’? and the word “ knowing,’ the 
words ‘‘or who shall have in his possession.”’ 
Disagreed to. 

No amendment was offered to the 10th, 11th, or 
12th sections. 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the 13th section 
by inserting after the word ** amount,”’ in the 7th 
line, the words ‘‘of the principal,’’ and after the 
word *‘ notes,*’ in the tenth line, the words, ** and 
the interest shall be paid in money.”? These 
amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to amend the 13th 
section, in the Jast line, by striking out “67”? and 
inserting ** 57,’? so as to make it ‘*1857.” Dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the 14th section 
in the fourth line, by striking out the word ‘ debt”’ 
and inserting the word *‘ stock.’’ Agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the 15th section, 
by striking out all after the words, “shall not ex- 
ceed,”’ in the proviso, and inserting “five millions 
Agreed to. 


Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL moved to amend the 
15th section by striking out all thereof, and insert- 
ing: 

** And whereas the provisions of this act, authorizing the 


| issue of notes not redeemable on demand in gold and silver 


coin, to be used and thrown into circulation, as a paper cur- 
rency and medium of exchange, and to be paid out and 
received by the officers of the United States in lieu of gold 
and silver, are inconsistent with the principles and provis- 
ions of an act passed during the first session of the present 
Congress, entitled ‘ An act to provide for the better organi- 
zation of the treasury, and for the collection, safekeeping, 
There- 
fore— 

“ Beit further enacted, That the said act be, and the same 


| is hereby repealed.”’ 


This amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. GRINNELL moved to amend the 16th 


_ section, by adding at the end the following pro- 


viso: 
“ Provided, further, That the amount of treasury notes 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


outstanding at any one time, authorized by this act and the | 


act of July 22 last, shall not exceed the sum of $15,000,000.” 
This amendment was disagreed to. 
No amendment was offered to the 17th section. 


Mr. BROCKENBROUGH moved to amend the 
18th section, by adding thereto the following: 


« And to enhance the value of said notes or stock, and | ‘ . 
/ ment by making it ap 


promote payment in lands, the Secretary of the Treasury 


| may, when he deems it expedient, certify on the notes or 


stock by this act authorized, that in all payments for public 
lands they will be received at such enhanced value beyond 
the principal and interest thereof, as he may stipulate in each 
case, never to exceed three per centum per annum upon the 
principal of said notes or stock, for each whole year from 


the date thereof; and they shall, in such case, be so received | 


only in payments for public lands; but for all other pay- 
ments and purposes be valid only for the ier geen and inter- 
est thereof. But such enhanced value shall not be stipula- 


ted or take effect for fractions of a year, or upon the interest 


of said stock or notes; and such paper, when received by a 


new notes or stocks, (within the prescribed limits of time 
and amounts,) with or without such stipulation, may be 
issued in lieu of those redeemed.” 


The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. GILES moved to amend the 19th section, 
by strilting out all after the enacting words, and 
inserting: 

“ That a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem be, and the same 
is hereby, laid on all tea and coffee imported into this coun- 
try from and afier the first day of March next; and that the 
same rate of duty shall be levied and collected on said arti- 
cles until the lst day of March, 1849, and no longer.” 

Mr. SAWYER inquired of the Chairman if 
this amendment was in order? 


| 
4} 
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The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out 
of order at this time. 

Mr. GILES moved to strike out the words 
“market value,” and insert “ par value,” at the 
end of the section. Disagreed to. 

Mr. GILES then moved to strike out the nine- 
teenth section. The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved to add, at the 
end of the said section, the following proviso: 
** Provided, That nothing more than the par value 
shall be paid for the said stock.’? Agreed to. 


Mr. McKAY moved to amend the twentieth 
section by adding, between the words * treasury 
notes’? and the words * authorized by this act,’’ 
the words “‘and stock,”’ so that it would read 
‘* treasury notes and stock,’’&c. Agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY also moved to add, at the end of 
the section, the words ‘ or certificates of stock.’ 
Agreed to. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to add, at the end of the 
twenty-first section, the following proviso: 

“ Provided, That if by said treaty any territory of said 
republic of Mexico shall be ceded to the United States, no 
slavery nor involuntary servitude, except forcrime whereof 
the party shall have been duly convicted, shall ever be 
allowed in said territory.”’ 

Mr. J. J. McDOWELL made a point of order 
as to the relevancy of this amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out 
of order. 

Mr. ASHMUN appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

The question was then stated, “Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee >’? and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment was not received. 


Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS moved to add the 
following section at the end of the bill: 
“ Jind be it further enacted, That the treasury note: here- 


by anthorivgd to be issued shall be received in payment of 
publie lands at five per cent. premium. 


The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. GILES moved to add the following section 
to the bill: 

“4nd be it further enacted, That a duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem be, and the same is hereby, laid on all tea and coffee 
imported into this country from and after the first day of 
March next; and that the same rate of duty shall be levied 
and collected on sail articles until the first day of March, 
1849, and no longer.”’ 

The vote on this amendment was taken by tellers, 
who reported in favor of it 71, against it 75. So 
the amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. ARNOLD moved to add the following at 
the end of the bill: 

* And, until the debt created by this act be fully paid, 
an additional duty of ten per cent. ad valorem shall be levied 
and collected on all articles of imports now chargeable with 
duties.” 

Mr. ROBERTS rose to a point of order, and 
said that the amendment was not relevant to the 
| bill, and therefore out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment in 
order. 

| Mr. THOMAS SMITH moved to amend the 

| amendment by inserting ‘‘ five’’ in lieu of * ten,” 
so as to make it read five per cent. ad valorem. This 

| motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved to amend the amend- 

ply to “articles of imports 

his motion was disagreed 


, 


now free from duty.’ 


to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out the last words thereof, viz: ‘‘ now 
chatiaahia with duties.” This also was disagreed 
to. ° 
The question then recurred on the amendment 
as proposed by Mr. Arnoip; when 

Mr. WINTHROP rose to a point of order, and 


_ read the 129th rule of the House, which says: 


receiving Officer, shall be void and cancelled forthwith, but || 


“No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon the 
people shall be discussed the day on which it is made or offer- 
ed; and every such proposition shall receive its first discus- 
sion in a Committee of the Whole House.” 

Mr. W. contended that the amendment was en- 
tirely out of ofder, as it proposed to lay a tax, and 
that the rule of the Hoxse expressly.declared that 
no such “ p ition shall be discussed the = 
‘on which it is made or offered ; and every suc 
‘ proposition shall receive its first discussion in a 


| * Committee of the Whole House.’’ 


The CHAIRMAN sustained Mr. Wintnror’s 
pois of order, and decided the amendment out of 
order. 
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tion to the bill: 


“ Aad he it further enacted, That the act of the 30th of 
July, 1846, entitled « An act to reduce the guties on imports, 
and for other purposes,’ be and the same is hereby repealed ; 
and the tariff act of August 3), 1842, be and the same ts here- 
by revived.” 

The CHAIRMAN ruled this amendment out of 


order. 


Mr. E. H. EWING moved to add the follow- 


ing section to the bill: 


@ And he it further enacted, That no part of the funds to be 
raised ander this bill shall be so applied in the pending war 
with Mexico, as that, in the peace to be hereafter made be- 
tween the Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of Mexico, any territory south and west 
of the Rio Brave del Norte shall be demanded or accepted by 
the Government of the United States of America from the 
Government of Mexico.” 


The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out 
of order. 

Mr. EWING appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

‘The question was then stated, Does the decision 
stand us the judgment of the committee ? 

It was decided in the affirmative, by tellers, who 
reported—ayes 101, noes 20. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment decided out of order... 


“he committee then rose, and the chairman re- | 
ported the bill to the House as amended. 

The question was now on concurring with the 
committee in their amendments to the bill, 

Mr. GEO. 8S. HOUSTON moved the previous 
question. 

A notion was made that the House do now ad- 
journ, and rejected, 

‘The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be now put, viz: 
Will the House concur with the committee in their 
amendments to this bill? and it was decided in the 
affirmative, and the amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engr@ssed and 
read a third time. : 

The bill being engrossed, was accordingly read 
a third time. 

The question then recurred on its passage. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved the previous 
question, which was seconded, 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
put, viz: Shall the bill pass? 

The vote on the passsge of the bill was decided 
in the affirmative—veas 166, nays 22, as follows: 


YEAS—Mers‘s. Stephen Adams, Arnold, Atkinson, Bar- 
ringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, 
Jas. A. Black, Blanchard, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brocken- 
brough, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, 
Witham W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Catheart, Jobn 
G. Chapwan, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, Collin, Cottrell, 
Crozier, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Garrett Da- 
vis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dockery, Douglass, Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Edsall, E!lsworth, Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, 
Ficklin, Foot, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, Gordon, 
Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Harp or, Hastings, Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, 
George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, Wash- 
ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Jozeph R. tigersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, 
Kaufman, Kennedy, Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, Lef- 
fler, Leib, Lu Sere, Levin, Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClelland, McClernand, McDaniel, Joseph J. McDowell, 
James McDowell, McHenry, MeKay, John P. Martin, Bark- 
ley Martin, Miller, Morris, Moseley, Moulton, Norris, Owen, 
Payne, Pendicton, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, 
Ramsey, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, J. A, Rock- 
well, Runk. Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seaman, 
Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, Jacob 


. Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, 


Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Wilmot, Winthrop, 
Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, Wright, Young, and Yost 
~-166. 

NAYVS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Cranston, Culver, Del- 
an », Giddings, Hale, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Daniel P. 
King, Lewis, MeGanghey, Mefivaine, Marsh, Ripley, Julius 
Rockwell, Root, Severance, Truman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Tilden, and White—22. 


So the bill was passed; and is in the following 
words: 


A BILL authorizing the issue of treasury notes, a loan, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, "That 
the President of the United States is hereby authorized to 
cause treasury notes, for such sum or sums as the exigen- 
cies of the Government may require, but not exceeding, in 
the whole amonnt of notes issned, the sum of twenty-three 
millions of dotlars, and of denominations not less than fifty 
dollars for any one note, to be prepared, signed, and issued, 
in the manner hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted, That the said treasury | 
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Mr. POLLOCK moved to add the following sec- || 


| the treasury thereof, after the expiration of one year or two 
, years from the dates of the said notes respectively; from 


notes authorized to be issued by the first section of this act 
shall be reimbursed and redeemed by the United States, at 


which said dates they shall bear such interest, until they | 
shall he respectively redeemed, as shal] be expressed upon | 
the fuce of the said notes; which rate of interest upon each | 


| several issue of the said notes shall be fixed by the Becretary | 


of the Treasury, by and with the advice and approbation of | 
the President, but shall in no case exceed the rate of inter- 
est of six per centum per annum: Provided, That after the | 


| maturity of any of said notes, such interest shall cease at | 


the expiration of sixty days’ notice, to be given at any time | 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, in one or more of the | 
principal papers published at the seat of Government, of a 

readiness to redeem the same. The reimbursement herein | 


| provided for shall be mage at the treasury of the United | 


| the date and the amount received, and shall keep, according 


States to the holders of the said notes respectively, upon | 
presentment, and shall include the principal of each note, 
and the interest which may be due thereon at the time of 
piyment. For this reimbursement, at the time and times 
herein specified, the faith of the United States is hereby | 
solemnly pledged. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said treasury || 
notes shall be prepared under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and shall be signed, on behalf of the United 
States, by the Treasurer thereof, and countersigned by the 
Register of the Treasury; and that those officers respect- 
ively shall, as checks upon each other, and to secure the 
public safety, keep separate, full, and accurate accounts 
of the number, date, denomination, and amount, of all the | 
notes signed and countersigned by them respectively, | 
which said account shall be entered in a book or books, to 
be provided for that purpose, and carefully preserved in the 
Treasury Departinent; and also similar accounts, kept and || 
preserved in the same manner, of all the said notes redeem- | 
ed, as the same shall be returned and cancelled; and the 
Treasurer shall further account, quarterly, for all such notes 
delivered to him for signature or issue by the Register. The | 
Treasurer and Register of the ‘Treasury are hereby autho- || 
rized, by and with the consent and approbation of the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury, to employ such additional temporary 
clerks as the duties enjoined upon them by this act may 
render necessary: Provided, Said number shall not exceed 
five, and with a salary of not more than at the rate of twelve || 
hundred dollars to each per annum. ' 

Sree. 4. And be it further enacted, Tiat the Secretary of |) 
the Treasury is hereby authorized, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States, to cause to be issued 
such portion of the said treasury notes as the President may 
think expedient in payment of debts due by the United 
States, to such publie creditors, or other persons, as may 
choose to receive such notes in payment, as aforesaid, at 
par. And the Seeretary of the Treasury is further autho- | 
rized, with the approbation of the President of the United 
States, to borrow from time to time, not under par, such 
sums as the President may think expedient, on the credit of || 
such notes. 

Sec. 5. .4nd be it further enacted, That the said treasury 
notes shall be transferable, by delivery and assignment en- || 
dorsed thereon, by the person to whose order the same shall | 
on the face thereof have been made payable. 

Sec. 6. Ind be it further enacted, That the said treasury 
notes shall be received in payment of all duties and taxes 
laid by the authority of the United States, of all public lands 
sold by the said authority, and of all debts to the United | 
States of any character whatsoever, which may be due and 
payable at the time when said treasury notes may be so of- 
fered in payment; and on every such payment credit shall 
be given for the amount of the principal and interest which, 
on the day of such payment, may be due on the note or | 
notes thus given in payment. 

Sec. 7. wind be it further enacted, That every collector, 
receiver of public moneys, or other officer or agent of the 
United States, shall, on the receipt of any treasury notes in | 
payment for the government, take from the holder thereof a | 
receipt on the back of each of said notes, stating distinctly 


| to sneh form as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the || 


‘l'reasury, entries of whom received ; the number, date, and 
respective amounts of principal and interest of each and 


| every treasury note thus received; and, on delivering the | 


shall appear. 


same to the treasury, shall receive credit for the amount | 
paid, as prescribed in the last section, provided no error 


Sec. 8. Ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | 


| the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 


| of the treasury notes which may be issued by virtue of this 


to cause to be reimbursed and paid the principal and interest 


act, at the several time and times when the same, according 


| to the provisions of this act, should be thus reimbursed and 


| paid. And the said Secretary is further authorized to make 


| paving the principal and interest of said notes. 


| cipal and interest due at the time of purchase on such notes. 


purchases of the snid notes at par for the amount of the prin- 


And so much of unappropriated money in the treasury as 
may be necessary for that purpose is hereby appropriated for 


Sec. 9. and he it further enacted, That if any person shall 
falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to | 
be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or | 
assist in falsely making, forging, or counterfeiting, any note 
in imitation of, or purporting to be, a treasury note afore- 
said, or shall falsely alter, or cause or procure to be falsely 
altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely altering, any | 
treasury note issued as aforesaid, or shall pass, utter, or pub- 
lish, or attempt to pass, utter, or publish, as true, any false, — 
forged, or counterfeited note, purporting to be a treasury note | 
as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely forged or coun- | 
terfeited, or shall pass, utter, or publish as true, any falsely 
altered treasury note issued as aforesaid, knowing the same 
to be falsely altered, every such person shall be deemed and | 
adjuged guilty of felony. and, being thereof convicted, by | 
due course of law, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned and | 
kept to hard labor for a period not less than three years nor | 
more than ten years, and be fined in a sum not exceeding 
five thousand dollars. i 

Sec. 10. 4nd be it further enacted, That if any person shall || 
make or engrave, or cause or procure to be made or en- || 
graved, or shall have in his custody or possession, any |! 


i} 


Se. 


I! metallic plate engraved after the similitude of 
| from which any notes issued as a‘oresaid shall have been 
| printed, with intent to use such plate, or to caus: 


ing twenty thousa 
_ priated money in the treasury, be, and the same is hereby, 





eta —— 


any plate 
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: : . Cause OF suffer 
the same to be used in forging or counterfeiting any of the 


notes tssued as aforesaid, or shall have in his custody oy 
possession any blank note or notes engraved and printed 
atter the similitude of any notes issued as aforesaid, With 
intent to use such blanks or cause or suffer the same to by 
used in forging or counterfeiting any of the notes issued -- 
aforesaid, or shail have in his eustody or possession oan 
paper adapted to the making of notes, and similar to the 
paper upon which any such notes shall have been issued 
with intent to use sueh paper or cause or suffer the same to 
be used in forging or counterfeiting any of the notes issued 


| as aforesaid, every such person, being thereof convicted hy 


due course of law, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned, and 
kept to hard tabor, for a term not less than three nor inore 
than ten years, and fined ma sum not exceeding five thoy. 
sind dollars. 

Sec. 1h: And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to make and 


| issue, from time to time, such instractions, rules, and regy- 


lations to the several collectors, receivers of public money 
depositories, and all others who may be authorized to re. 
ecive the said treasury notes on behalf of, and as agents jn, 


_ any capacity for the United States, as to the safekeeping, 


disposition, return, and cancelling of the said notes so paid 
to and received by them, respectively, and as to their ac. 
counts and returns to the department of such receipts, as 
may seem to him best calculated to promote the public in- 
terests and convenience, and secure the United States and 
the holders of the notes against fraud and losses. 

Sec. 1. And be it further enacted, That, in lieu of the 


| notes authorized by this act which may be redeemed, other 


notes may be issued: Provided, however, The amount of 
such notes outstanding, together with the stock issued by 


|| virtue of the thirteenth and sixteenth sections of this act, 
| shall not exceed the sum of twenty-three millions of dollars, 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the holders of the aforesaid treasury notes to present 
them, at any time, to the treasury of the United States, or 
to any assistant treasurer, or to such collectors of the cus- 
toms and receivers of public moneys as may be designated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury; and the holders of the 
said treasury notes shall be entitled to receive therefor the 
amount of the principal of the said notes in a certificate or 


|| certificates of funded stock, bearing interest at six per cent 


um per annum, trom the date of such presentment of said 
treasury notes, and for the interest shall be paid in money; 
and the stock thus to be issued shall be transferable on the 
books of the treasury: Provided, however, and be it further 


| enacted, That it shall be lawful for the United States to 


reimburse the stock thus created, at any time after the last 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
seven. 

Sec. 14. .fnd he it further enacted, That it shall and may 
be lawful for the holder of any treasury notes issued, or 
authorized to be issued, under this act or any laws hereto- 


| fore passed, to convert the same into certificates of funded 


stock, upon the same terms and in the same manner here- 
inbefore provided in relation to the treasury notes authorized 
by the first section of this act. 

Sec. 15. nd he it further enacted, That the authority to 
issne treasury notes authorized by the “ Act authorizing an 


| issue of treasury notes and a loan,’ approved July twenty- 


second, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, be, and 
the same is hereby, extended to the same period fixed for 
the treasury notes authorized by this act, and upon the same 


| terms and conditions herein specified: Provided, That the 


treasury notes authorized by this section shail not exceed 
five millions of dollars. 

Sec. 16. 4nd be it further enacted, That the President, if 
in his opinion it shall be the interest of the United States so 
to do, instead of issuing the whole amount of treasury notes 
authorized by the first section of this act, may borrow, on 
the credit of the United States, such an amount of moncy 
as he may deem proper, and issue therefor stock of the 
United States, bearing interest ata rate not exceeding six 
per centum per annum for the sum thus borrowed, redeem- 


|, able after thirty-first December, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
|| seven: Provided, however, That the sum so borrowed, to- 


gether with the treasury notes issued under the first and 
twelith sections of this act outstanding, and the stock crea- 


| ted by this and the thirteenth section of this act, shall notin 
| the whole exceed the sum of twenty-three millions of dol- 


lars: .4nd provided further, ‘That no stock shall be issued at 
a less rate than par. 
Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the interest on 


|| the stock created by this act shall be payable semi-annually 


on the first days of January and July in each year. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the certificates of 
stock to be issued under this act shall be signed by the Re- 
gister of the Treasury, and the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall cause each of said certificates to be sealed with the 


| seal of his department. 


Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That for the payment 


| of the stock which may be created under the provisions of 


this act, the sales of the public lands are hereby pledged; 
and it is hereby made the duty of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to use and apply all moneys which may be received into 
the treasury for the sales of the public lands after the first 


| day of January, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, first, to 


pay the interest on all stocks issued by virtue of this act; 
and, secondly, to use the balance of said receipts, after 
paying the interest aforesaid, in the purchase of said stocks 
at their market value, provided that no more than par shall 


be paid for said stock. 
Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That a sum notexceed- 
dollars, to be paid out of any unappro- 


? , 
a iated, for defraying the expense of preparing, print- 
ind, onan, and otherwise, incident to the om of the 
treasury notes and stock authorized by this act: ’ 
That no compensation shall be made to any officer whose 
salary is fixed by law, for preperine> signing, or issuing 


Sec. 21. And be it further That it shall be, and 
hereby is, made the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause a statement to be published monthly of the amount of 


| treasury notes, or certificates of stock 
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ali treasury notes issued or redeemed in pursuance of the 

rovisions of this act; and that the power to issue treasury 
notes conterred on the President of the United States by this 
act shall cease and determine six months after the exchange 
and ratification of a treaty of peace with the republic of 
Mexico. ° 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to reconsider the vote on 
the passage of the bill, and moved the previous 

uestion, which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be put, 
viz: Will the House reconsider? and it was deci- 
ded in the negative. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 


WISCONSIN. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


lowing communication from the President of the 
United States: 

WaAsHINGTON, January 25, 1847. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States : 


[communicate herewith a letter received from the Presi- | 


dentof the Convention of Delegates of the people of Wiscon- 
sin, transmitting a certified copy of the constitution adopted 
by the delegates of the people of Wisconsin mm convention 
assembled. Also, a copy of the act of the Legislature of 
the Territory of Wisconsin, providing for the calling of said 
convention; and also a copy of she Jast census, showing 
the number of the inhabitants in Said Territory; requesting 
the President to lay the same before the Congress of the 
United States, with the request that Congress will act upon 
the sane at its present session. 


JAMES K. POLK. 
The communication was referred to the Commit- 
tce on Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. STEWART gave notice that at an early 
day he would ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
conditional transfer of the stock held b 
ted States in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Company on terms to secure the early completion 
of that work to Cumberland. 

And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, January 22, 1847. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by its Clerk, announcing the passage 
of the bill, “ authorizing the issue of treasury notes, 
a loan, and for other purposes,’’ and presenting 
said bill for the concurrence of the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. LEWIS, the said bill was | 
second time by unanimous con- | 


read a first an 
sent, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Also two private bills, which were read a first | 
and second time and referred to the appropriate | 


committees. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr. MILLER presented the memorial of the 


Board of Managers of the Washington National | 
Monument Society, praying a grant of a portion | 


of the public mall in the city of Washington, as a 
site fora monument to the memory of Washing- 
ton; which was referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 


Also, the petition of Mary Genung, widow of | 


Isaac Genung, deceased, a soldier in the army of 


the United States, under General St. Clair, asking | 


for a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of L. Stone, 
praying indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the select committee 
upon that subject. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of citizens 
of Crawford county, Arkansas, praying for the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Fort Smith to 


Joseph Tomlinson’s, in Scott county, in Arkansas; | 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


_The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- | 
rial of citizens of the United States, praying the | 


adoption of a new system, which they propos 
relation to the public lands: which was referr 
the Committee on the Public Lands. | 

Several petitions of citizens and me bi- 
tants of Pennsylvania, praying such an antendment 
of the Constitution and the aws as will aBolish 
slavery throughout the Union, were presented by 
Messrs. DAVIS, NILES, CASS, BREESE, and 
GREENE; the motions for the reception of which 
were severally laid upon the table. 


relating to the claim of Joseph Ratcliffe; which 


were referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims 


THE C 


the Uni- || 


|. The following resolu 


quantity of 
| 
Mr. R. JOHNSON presented additional papers | 


1} : RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
requested to communicate to the Senate the causes 
which induced the return of the frigate Cumber- 
land and the steamship Mississippi from the coast 
of Mexico to Norfolk. 


_Mr. WESTCOTT, on submitting this resolu- 
| tion, remarked, that it was not designed to cast 
imputation on any one. His object, in making 


ONGRESSIO 


| rials at the Pensacola yard which rendered it neces- 
sary for these vessels to go to another port. The 
non-existence of a dry dock at Pensacola caused 
the Government the expeifse of sending these ves- 
sels to Norfolk, which he undertook to say was 


Mr. CILLEY submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Whereas, a speedy and honorable peace with 
the republic of Mexico is exceedingly desirable; 
and whereas, ‘*the Constitution of the United 
States has made no provision for our holding for- 


| eign territory, stil! less for incorporating foreign | 


nations into our Union:’’ therefore, 


Resolved, That the President of the United States | 


, be requested to order the army of the United 
_ States, now in Mexico, to some place in the Uni- 
ted States, near the frontier of the two countries. 
The resolution having been read, 
Mr. SPEIGHT asked if it was the intention of 


it 


|| immediate consideration of the resolution ? 


|| Mr. CILLEY replied that it would lie over one | 


| day, as a inatter of course. 

Mr. ALLEN asiced that the resolution might be 
again read. 

The resolution was then read again. 

Mr. ALLEN expressed the hope, that if the 


short time. 
this sort, in the present state of public affairs, was 
one of the greatest calamities that could be inflicted 
upon the country ;and he trusted—[cries of “Order!” 
**Order!’’|—and he trusted that the honorable mover 


| 
' 
| 
' 
} 
} 
i} 
} 
| 
| 
|| 


bring it forward. 


tion of order. 
before the Senate ? 


resolution was not now under consideration. 
Flere the subject was dropped. 


solution for consideration : 





communicate to the Senate any information he may 


etween the American authorities at Rio Janerio 
and the Government of Brazil, so far as may be 
compatible with the public interest. 


which was considered by unanimous consent: 


authorized to procure for the use of the Senate, 500 
copies of a map of Mexico, published by Mr. Dis- 
turnel, provided they can be obtained at a cost not 
exceeding one dollar per copy. 


Mr. HANNEGAN moved to amend the resolu- 








Mr. ATCHISON moved to amend, by striking 
out ‘‘one dollar,’’ and inserting ‘* twenty-six 
cents.” 


motion of Mr. Benron—ayes 19, noes 14. 
THE PUBLIC LANDS. ¢ 
tpn, syupmitied on Wednes- 


day last by Mr. Corwsn, came up for considera- 
tion: 


and is her@y directed to port to the Senate the 

ublic lands sold which had been 
offered for sale, or subject to private entry, more 
than fifteen years and less than twenty years prior 
to such sale. Also, all public lands sold which had 
been offered for sale, or subject to entry, more 
than twenty and less than twenty-five years prior 


to such sale. Also, all public lands so sold which 


AL GLOBE. 


, this inquiry, was, that the Secretary might state to | 
the Senate the fact that it was the want of mate- | 


equal to half the cost of constructing such a dock. |) 


| the Senator from New Hampshire to ask for the | 


resolution was to lie over, it would be for a very | 
The introduction of a proposition of || 


would~embrace the very earliest opportunity to | 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, rose to a ques- | 
He inquired if there was anything | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER observed that the | 


Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following re- | 
Resolved, That the Piesident be requested to | 
ees in relation to the recent misunderstanding | 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be || 


| 
Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution, || 
| 


tion, by striking out “500” and inserting 1,000.” | 


The resolution was then laid on the table, on the | 


Resta hat the Secrefty of@he Treasuf? | be | 
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had been offered for sale more than twenty-five 
years and less than thirty years prior to such sale; 
designating the land districts and States and Terri- 
tories where said lands were sold, and the years 
in which such sales were made. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. BREESE requested the honorable mover 
to explain its object and intention, 

Mr. CORWIN observed that the resolution 
clearly indicated its object. He desired the infor- 
mation thus asked for, with a view to aid his judg- 
ment in reference to the proposed legislation on 
the subject of the public lands. He had offered 
the resolution originally at the suggestion of the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, when the grad- 
| uation bill was first brought in, the information 
asked for having a direct application either in favor 
of or against that bill. The information sought to 

be obtained would assure them of the existence of 
the fact, (if such fact really existed,) which seem- 
ed to beat the bottom of the policy of this Admui- 
istration in proposing the passage of that measure. 
He was told that the information could be obtain- 
, ed in a very short period, and would occasion no 
delay in the consideration of the measure. He 
hoped, thereforé, the resolution would be agreed 
to 


Mr. BREESE said he was never disposed to 
resist the passage of a mere resolution of inquiry; 
but he was apprehensive that the tendency of this 
would be to delay action upon the graduation bill, 

| He did not desire to oceupy time with any debate 
upon this matter, but would merely say to the 

|| henorable Senator, thatall the information which 
he required could be obtained by an examination 
of the report of the Commissioner of the Land 

Office furnished at this session, and of the acts of 

Congress upon this subject. 

Mr. CORWIN said he had no doubt that some 

(of the information sought for by the resolution 
might be obtained by a faithful and laborious in- 
vestigati®h of the laws of Congress upon the sub- 
ject, and of the various reports of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, made in the last 
fifteen or twenty years; but it was exceedingly 

| desirable that they should have presented to them, 
in palpable shape, the very facts which were ap- 
plicable to this bill. He hoped the honorable Sen- 
ator would not impute to him a desire to oppose 
any obstructions to the consideration of the grad- 
uation bill, but he wanted this information before 
being called upon to vote upon it. ‘The public do- 
main, extensive as it was, and important as it 
would become in connexion with the prosecution 
of this war, required that they should be very 
careful in the steps they took in their legislation 
concerning it, and that they should have all the 
light it was in their power to obtain. If the infor- 
mation should not be furnished in time, he did not 
think he should ask for the postponement of the 
graduation bill. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


OPERATION OF THE SUB-TREASURY. 
The following resolution, submitted on Monday 
‘last by Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, came up for 
consideration: 

|| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
| report to the Senate whether any funds of the Gov- 
ernment, and if any, what amount, have been remit- 
' ted from the Atlantic States to New Orleans, or to 
‘the disbursing officers of the American army in 
Mexico, since the first of September last, and, if 
remitted, in what funds remitted—whether in gold 
or silver coin, treasury notes or bank checks; and 
| if in whole or in part remitted in gold or silver, . 
| what has been the expense to the Government of 
| each of such remittances. 


| Mr. SPEIGHT said he did not rise for the pur- 
| pose of discussing the subject of this resolution, 
} but merely to state, that if 1t was the object of the 
|, mover, as he knew it was, to obtain the informa- 
lon called fg} fhe had only to say, that if the reso- 
‘| lution were passed, it would be promptly respond- 
‘led to. And, while gp, he would take occasion to 
| express his regret that the honorable Senator from 
| Connecticut yesterday had availed himself of the 
‘| opportunity presented by this resolution of pour- 
| ing forth a tirade of abuse against a measure whicli 
|| could as yet gases 4 be said to have gone into 
|| operation. It would have been time enough, he 
|| thought, for the denunciations which the Senator 
|| thought proper to indulge in, after the information 
1 called for by this resolution had been obtained. 


} 


i} 
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Mr. HUNTINGTON said that he should avail | 
himself of every proper eccasion to make what he 
considered proper remarks upon any subject pre- 
sented for their consideration, without asking the 
consent of any one, not even of the Senator from 
Mississippi. Whether he thought it proper or 
not, would make no difference with him. Mr. H. 
had taken the liberty yesterday to make some re- | 
marks in favor of this resolution, grounded upon | 
the fact that he considered the information sought | 
for important, with reference to this very act of 
which he spoke as being in the way of the opera- 


tions of the Government, as well as prejudicial to || 


the interests of the country. He said then, and 
he would repeat now, (though he should not have 
thought it necessary to do so but for the remarks 
of the Senator from Mississippi,) that it was this 
very sub-treasury act, or independent treasury, if 
gentlemen preferred that title, with the provisions | 
contained in it, which was beneficial to no interest, 
either public or private, but was prejudicial to the 
whole interests of this great country. It was this 
act alone, and its provisions, which prevented this 
Government from obtaining the necessary funds 
for carrying on the war, without the aid of Gov- 
ernment paper money in the shape of treasury 
notes, 

Mr. SPEIGHT said he had no wish to abridge 
the privileges of the Senator. This was a resolu- 
tion calling for information regarding the operation 
of what the Senator was pleased to call the mis- 
erable sub-treasury act; and before the resolution 
was adopted, the Senator got up and delivered here 
a tirade of abuse—to call it by no harsher name— | 
against this miserable sub-treasury. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. And I will do soagain. 

Mr. SPEIGHT. The Senator would doubtless 
do so again. Heexpected nothing else; for it was 
neither more nor less than a contest between the 
people and the moneyed institutions of the country; 
and the question was, whether the Government 
ought to have responsible agents for the #rfe-keep- 
ing of its funds, or whether they should be in- 
trusted to those rotten banking institutions. He 
would not say that the gentleman stood there as 
the mouth-piece of those moneyed institutions | 
which were throwing every possible obstacle in 
the way of the Government. Let them have the 
Government money to speculate with, and he had 
no doubt they would be quite willing to advance 
loans. Let the information be obtained, and then 
let the Senator, if he could do so, stand up here 
and denounce the independent weasury as a mise- 
rable institution. 

The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to which had been referred the 
bill from the House providing for the compensa- 
tion of pension agents, reported the same back 
with an amendment. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill sapplemen- 
tary to an act entitled “* An act to provide for the 
transportation of the mails between the United 
States and foreign countries, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to provide for the settlement 
of the accounts of Thomas C, Sheldon, late re- | 
ceiver of public moneys at Kalamazoo, Michigan; 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a Lill for the relief 
of Wade Allen; which was read and passed to the 
second reading. 

Alsy, a bill from the House for the relief of Wil- 
liam BeStokes, surviving partner of John N. C. 
Stockton and Company, without amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER (on leave) introduced a bill cre- 
ating the office of Assistant Secretary of State, | 
and for other purposes; which was read twice, | 
and referred to the Committce on Foreign Rela- 
tions. + 

The bill to create the office of Surveyor General | 
of thespublic lands in the Territory of Oregon, and 
to grant donation rights to settlers therein, having | 
been engrossed, the question upon its passage was, | 
on motion of Mr. Wesrcorr, postponed until to- , 
morrow. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. SPEIGHT moved to proceed to the special 
order, which was agreed to, and the Senate re- '' 





sumed, as in committee of the whole, the consid- hardly two States in the Union that appointed their 


eration of the bill from the House to raisé for a | officers in the same way. In some States they were 





limited time an additional military force, and for | appointed by the Legislature, and in others they 
other purposes. were elected, and elected by various modes, And 

The question pending was upon the amendments | it was igpossible in the promotions which must 
submitted by Mr. Houston, which were read, and || take place in the army, when vacancies occur, in 


are as follows: | order to preserve its organization, that those differ. 
Section one, line four, afier the word “organized,” insert || €Nt modes could respectively be preserved. In fact, 
“an auxiliary volunteer corps.”? : ; | no provision was made for filling gnch vacancies 
Section one, fine five, after the word “ Mexico,” insert . 


ean | and if promotion took place it was done only by 

* to consist of,” | py 
Section one, line ten, after the word “laws,” insert “and || the Comenes consent of those concerned. / The 
the provisions of this act.” | President of the United States had no authority to 
Section one, strike out the proviso, and, in lieu thereof, | commission them, because their commissions Were 


invert: “Provided, That the volunteers composing the com- || orjoinally derived from the Executive D 
panies of the respective regiments aforesaid, shall elect their || ° y epartments 


company officers as soon as the said companies shall be fill- | of the States from which they came, Hence a 
ed; and the said officers shall thereupon be appointed in | great difficulty occurred in preserving the organi- 
the same manner as hereinafter provided for the appoint- || zation of the army. But if a corps were created 
ment ee field ae —_ 0 rare —s by Cones, and commissioned by the Executive 
men of the said regiments, fespectively, s leet the fie ; 2, : ; . 

otlicers thereof as soon as all the companies of each regiment of the ederal Government, it would obviate this 
shall have reached their place of rendezvous. And when- difficulty ; it would answer all the purposes for 
ever the aforesaid eleetions of company and field officers || which regulars were intended, and would consti- 
shal have dann wee 2 ae cree rent © tute, in fact, regular forces. It was not the mere 
sueh reguiations as he soa mi *y 2 sbDa 18s » . . oo 

eaid offieers so elected. When vacancies occur in the said || Dame of regulars that constituted the efficiency of 
regiments, they shall be filled according to grade; and where | a corps; It was not the name of reculars that gave 
there is no officer of inferior grade to the vacancy inthe | discipline and subordination to men; it more de- 


company in which it occurs, the same shall be supplied by ( on the terms of the service ir ht 
election and appointment from the rank and file in the man- pee led apes 1 which 


ner hebeabinre rreserived.”* they were engaged, than it did upon their name or 
Section two, line two, strike out the word “intistment,” | designation. 3 

and insert “service.” If the object was to have an efficient corps, he 
Section two, line three, strike out the words “to be re- ; 


contended that the one proposed by his amendment 
would not only be efficient, but the most efficient 
that had ever been exhibited on the face of the 
Sxe.—. And be it further enacted, That the colonel ofeach | globe. They would be dissimilar from the regu- 
regiment shall Appoint the regimental stall; and said staff | lars in this, that they were not composed of men 
shall consist of one adjutant, one quartermaster, one com- ||. . : oan o 
missary, and one paymaster, (to be taken from the subal- | picked up indiscriminately—men of different lan- 
terns of the regiment,) and one surgeon and two assistant | guages and different habits; men not stimulated by 
surgeons. ; | patrfotism, but operated on by necessity, and not 
Snc. 4. dud be it further enacted, That so soon ns the sev- || hy choice. This corps would * composed of men 
eral officers are elected, they shall enter upon their respecet- - 5 ° i 
ive duties, and so soon as they reeeive their commissions | prompted by patriotism, and stimulated by chiv- 
they shall take and subscribe an cath to “support the Con- |) alry—men who loved their homes, and would go 
stitution of the United ae — nba geentnon ae the rules forth to fight their country’s battles with calcula- 
i articles yar,?? which oath she ea stered by . * * . ng a : 
ion eienee oe fanpeceee sonnrel of the panied, saa he tions and anticipations of return; men who, enter- 
game shall he endorsed on the commission, and certified by ing upon the service from love of their country, 
report of the fact to the Adjutant General at Wa:bington |) would render themselves indomitable in danger, 
city. | unconguerable by their adversaries, and superior 
Mr. HOUSTON rose and said that it had not | not only to the harshest privations, but to all diffi- 
been his desire to occupy any portion of the time | culties and to all perils. These were the men who 
of the Senate in a discussion of the bill now under | left behind thema guarantee for their fidelity. They 
consideration. But, having submitted some new | were not aliens, either by birth, habits, or educa- 
points in his amendments, and entertaining the tion. They were young men, chiefly between the 
views he did in relation to the organization of the ages of thirteen and thirty-five, with athletic and 
troops to be inlisted for the service of this country | vigorous constitutions, possessing all the high quali- 
in the war with Mexico, he felt it to be a duty in- | ties which distinguish soldiers of liberty, warmed 
cumbent upon him; and, in the diseharge of that || by military enthusiasm, and capable of rendering 
duty, he would endeavor to give such an explana- || most efficient service. 
tion of his views as it might be in his powerto | More than three hundred thousand men (Mr. 
give. The bill proposed the organization of an. H. said) had tendered their services under the act 
efficient corps for the purpose of conducting this | of last session, but a large portion of them had not 
war to a conclusion, in case proposals of peace | been accepted. He did not precisely understand 
should not be made by Mexico. Upon this sub- || the reason why; doubtless, however, because it 
ject, he had had, since the commencement of our | was supposed that a sufficient force was already 
difficulties with Mexico, but one opinion, and that | in the field. In the regular service, where the men 
was, that peace never would be obtained by any | never could be promoted from the ranks, all the 
other means than by making them feel the calami- | efficiency of a corps was derived from the manner 
ties of war in their utmost rigor. If they had not | of its organization; there was no stimulus of hope 
yet felt those calamities to the extent necessary to | addressed to the personal ambition of the soldier; 
dispose them to conclude a peace, it was fit that |, his efficiency was owing to the drill, and to his act- 


this Government should make them feel them, and | ing together with his comrades. In the present 


recruited,” and insert “ who shall voluntecer.’’ 


Add the following sections: 


their inclination would then be governed by their || amendment, that objection was remedied. 


necessities. This corps, as proposed, would not | The amendment provided that the officers should 


_be considered as a regular corps, or as forming a |) be chosen by the men who had volunteered their 


portion of the regular army, but as auxiliary to the | services to the country. So soon as ten companies 
army in the emergency which now existed. There | had been mustered and collected, they were to pro- 
would bea distinction between this corps and the | ceed to elect their own field officers. When this 
regulars, and also between this corps and the mili- | had been done, and the result of the choice inti- 
tia and volunteers raised by calls from the several | mated to the President, he would commission the 
States. ‘To create an efficient corps, it seemed to || individuals thus chosen; and when vacancies should 
him that they should be organized so that they | afterward occur, they were to be regularly filled, 
would feel that they were attached to the army of according to the grade of the officer dead, resigned, 
the Federal Government, and that they were not | or removed, by the officer nextingrade. As soon 
dependant upon, as receiving their existence from, i as the promotion from below was completed, the 


the Executive Departments of the several States. || junior officer would receive his commission—the 
The corps now in service being the regulars, as || Presidgnt having of course been officially informed 
| of the’vaeancy. 

| Another inducement to the volunteers, which 
could not apply to regular soldiers, would be pre- 


created by the power which the Constitution gives | 
to Congress to raise armies and to sapport them, /| 
(for it was exclusively a subject for th@ legislation || 
and action of Congress,-and under the control of ,| sented by this amendment, and that was the op- 
the Executive of the nation,) and the militia or’ ortunity afforded for promotion from the ranks. 
volunteers, who were under the control of the | Here the private soldier was allowed to hope that, 
Federal Government whilst they were in service, by good conduct and deeds of noble daring, he 
although they derived their commissions and or- | might so distinguish himself as eventually to rise 
ganization from their respective States, there was || to the honor of a commission. This amendment 
an inconvenience to the army which existed at || did not allow vacancies in command to be filled, as 


this time, and it arose from the fact that there were ' they might be in the regular army, by one who 
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would be obviated. The man who had patriotically 


THE C 


as an entire stranger to the men he was to com- | the other plan, the Government would find the 
mand; and the objection to being overslaughed | 
' youses, and then provisions, quarters, and fuel, 


golunteered to engage in the service of his country | 


would thus be stimulated to rise among his com- 
nions, to attract their notice and esteem, and thus | 


| be provided. On the other plan, the men would | 


secure his elevation from their respect and personal || 


One each hope as this was held up before the 
a 


eves of the regular soldier; he might have military | 
ride and conscious valor, but he found all access 
to promotion barred against him—his elevation 
must, at best, be confined to the ranks—promotion 
stopped there. It was so found in actual experi- | 


| here, it would require a delay of ninety days at | 
|| least before these regiments could be ready to || as 


|| they would perhaps report that they had collected | 
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| regular force as should serve for a nucleus around 
Here must be rendez- || which a force of another description might be col- 
lected; but it was on the citizens of the country 
that we must rely either for repelling invasion or 
for the prosecution of a war of invasion into the 
territories of another nation. There were sixteen 
thousand regulars now authorized by law, of 
which number not more than eight thousand had 
et been actually inlisted. The work of re- 
eruiting had been intrusted to intelligent and active 
officers, and yet he was warranted in saying that 
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corps already organized. 


and all the expense of a recruiting rendezvous must 


rendezvous at once at the headquarters of their | 
regiments. If there was no previous organization | 


march. The officers must first be heard from; then | 


| one company in one county and another company | not more than two thousand eight hundred men 


ence; for Mr. H. had been informed that out of || 


the six thousand regulars who had served since 
the commencement of this war with Mexiso—and 
who had exhibited more bravery than they ?—there 
had been but two promotions from the ranks. 
Vacancies, when they occurred, were usually given 
to old and long-tried officers; and however the pri- 
yate soldier might have distinguished himself by 
acts of the highest personal bravery, he need hope | 
to rise no higher than if he had simply obeyed 


| the amendment he proposed, the corps would all | 
\| tendered, and all the Government would have to | 
| do would be to commission the officers, and tell | 
|, them to go. 


|| that it was not the mere fact of having inlisted 


|| it was that he was a soldier or an officer in the 


orders with mechanical regularity. The knowl- | 


edge of this was well calculated to abate the valor 


of the soldier when about to engage in some ardu- || dier—engagement to serve and subsequent discip- | 
| line and training—would not only convert him into 
| a soldier, but make the volunteer equal toa regular. 


| The citizen entered on his military career with a 


ous and hazardous conflict. But under the provis- 
ions of this amendment the road to promotion was 
open; it lay in fair and animating prospect in full 
view of every chivalrous spirit; and the effect of 
such a hope would be felt in his bosom as a stim- 
ulus of mighty power in those trying moments 
when every métive should be brought to bear that 
can stir the human breast, and nerve the arm in the 
extremest peril. 

But it was objected that if thisamendment should 
be adopted, the ranks of the army would not be 
filled. Why, how else would they be filled? | 
Could gentlemen restrain the glowing patriotic 


tt 


|| gence, sprightliness, and aptitude to learn, which, 


, was intelligence and habit that made the regular: 


| would meet the wishes of those who had volun- 


ardor of three hundred thousand brave men, who || 


had emulated each other in offering themselves for 
the service and defence of the country? Would 
gentlemen tell him that out of this body of three 
hundred thousand brave men it was impossible to | 
obtain ten thousand as permanent auxiliaries to | 


‘| co, and there they would at once present them- 
| selves an organized force, all ready for action on | 


the army? He never could be made to believe it. || 


A hundred thousand could be had if there was | 
need. The department would only have to choose | 
whom they would take. The real difficulty would 
be, not to get men enough, but to select from 
among the multitude of applicants. The great 
task would be to choose so as not to give offence | 
to those who must be rejected. The great morti- | 
fication would be, that out of three hundred thou- | 
sand who were willing and anxious to go, only ten | 


thousand could be rn | 


It would be a painful and an invidious duty to | 
discriminate, where so many were worthy. Prob- 
ably some rule would be adopted by which priority 
of tender would be regarded as the general prin- 
ciple of selection. Otherwise, it would scarce be 
possible to prevent a feeling of deep resentment 


and responsible task. Could there be any @mpedi- | 
ment or objection to such a mode either in the | 
Senate or the War Department? Let this mode | 
of organization be adopted, and before thirty days | 
from the passage of the bill the men would be on | 
their march for Mexico. They would thus antici- | 
pate the sickly season, and would be in the field 


and ready to be led against the enemy long before 
the vomito would make its appearance. 
If the appointment of the officers chosen should | 
ve made here, after their election by the men they | 
were to command, it would only be necessary to | 
call on the officers, and let them organize theie | 
comp&nies and regiments and be ready at once to | 
march, That would be all they would have to 
do. Would any man hesitate in deciding whether 
it was best to organize these corps in the United 
States, or first to lead them to the place of action 
in Mexico? A thousand men could not be taken 
together in one body by water. They must be 
taken in separate portions. This would create 
difficulty after they got there. But if they were 
organized and officered here, all they would have 
to do there would be to rally to their headquarters 
in Mexico, But, according to the original bill, the 
Government was to say to a colonel: “You shall 
be accepted to serve, provided you can raise a 
regiment who will serve under you.’? The man 
would try to do this, and perhaps fail, and the in- 
evitable effect must be great delay; whereas, on 


|| this bill. Why, here were six hundred officers to | 


toward the officer who performed the unwelcome || 
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| any man believe that all the houses in Washington 


in another, and when all these reports were in, || had been obtained within the last year. 
and the companies collected, then, and not tillthen, || But supposing the Government should start the 
would the colonel get his commission. But, under || whole of the six hundred officers authorized in the 
original bill, and send them among those who had 
volunteered their services to recruit them as regu- 
lars, would they not spurn the proposal? He did 
not say that they ought to spurn it, but he most 
decidedly believed that such would be found the 
fact. And why? Such had heretofore been the 
character of the rank and file ef our regular sol- 
which gave a charm to a soldier or to an officer: |, diers, that a citizen possessing any respectability 
of character and standing in society feels, by enter- 
ing as a common soldier, that he has lost caste in 
the community. Even in the war of 1813, when 
the recruit received a very high bounty, both in 
money and land, such was the influence of this 
feeling, that it required a strong will and a spirit 
of hardihood and daring to induce a man coming 
from the bosom of respectable family connexions 
to inlist. In fact, a young man was considered by 
his friends as in a great degree thrown away who 
did so. He was cut off from his family, and occu- 
pied a degraded rank, until, by some daring deed 
of valor, he obtained promotion, and was thus re- 
stored to his former standing. This had ever been 
the case, and it would be so again. The man who 
inlisted in the ranks of the regular army would find 
himself a doomed man—doomed toa long and hope- 
teered for the war; they were already organized. || less servitude, with the door effectually closed upon 
All they would have to do would be to march to || him to all promotion. Yet there was an attempt 
their rendezvous and then forthwith ship for Mexi-- || to raise a corps of this description in preference to 
volunteers, and thus to disappoint the hopes of 
men who panted to be led aguinst theenemy. The 
emergency of our affairs required instant effort: it 
demanded a force that could be immediately raised 
/ and organized. Who so proper to be employed as 
| those who had voluntarily proffered their services 
to the country; who were already marshalled for 
the field and eager to march, and who wanted only 
| the opportunity to prove that it would be their joy 
and pride to vindicate, by their prowess, their 
country’s cause? There were men who would act 
they did not deserve to command men who had || in the face of an enemy with the remembrance 
volunteered to serve the country: they did not de- || deep in their hearts that they were acting also in 
serve to be placed over the head of those who had || sight of family and friends. What stimulus was 
freely pledged themselves to vindicate the national || like this to breathe patriotic ardor into the heart of 
honor, to the utter exclusion of all selfish ambition || a brave man? The heart that responded to the 
on their part. To his plan there could not possi- || throb of affection was the heart that would beat 
bly be any objection. But he did see insuper- || high upon the battlefield with the fond remem- 
ahle objections to the original plan as proposed by || brance of home and kindred, and with the noble 
resolution so to act in the presence of their foes, 
as to secure that hearty welcome at home, which 
was a soldier’s reward. This corps, he was well 
assured, would meet all the expectations of their 
' country. The road to honorable distinction would 
would be sufficient to contain the applicants who | be open before them, and they would be held to- 
would come into this District like a deluge? They || gether by sympathies which voluntary service alone 
would not get shelter to cover them. All the offi- || could create, and which would lead them to main- 
cers of the Government would be tasked and ha- | tain the honor of the corps in the lowering front of 
rassed to read the multitude of letters of applica- || battle and in every path of peril. 
tion and recommendation that would be presented. | The reason why it was proposed, in one of the 
How could the Executive weigh the merits of that | sections of this bill, that cotonels should select their 
vast crowd who would be asking to be made offi- | own staff, was, that the persons likely to compose 
cers, from a colonel down to a second and third | it would be taken from young men in the army, of 
lieutenant? It would be an overwhelming task || education, talent, and genius; many of them from 
for any man to attempt, even physically, to say | highly respectable families; many of them in pro- 
nothing of it in any other view. No; the only | fessional life, especially such as came from our 
way to get a force into the field in any reasonable || largecities. The colonel ought to have theauthori<;, 
time would be to recognise the organization already || to select persons of this character, either from his 
made. Hence he contended that the dinendment || own subalterns, or from the rank and file. From 
ought to be adopted, if only in justice to the de- || among these he would choose his quartermaster, 
partment. The labor was already performed, and his adjutant, his commissary, his paymaster. He 
it only wanted the recognition of the Government. | would have the opportunity of taking young men 
In an important emergency it would not do for || of clerical accuracy and neatness, and such as 
| 
| 


be ready organized, their services would have been | 


Mr. H. said that gentleman should remember 


army of the United States. The mere form of 
inlistment that could convert a citizen into a sol- 


constitution unimpaired by previous dissipation 
and dissolute habits; he had a degree of intelli- 


under some six weeks’ discipline, would make him 
equal to any soldier that ever entered a field. It 


it was heart that made the volunteer; and it was | 
head that made the commander. 
This plan would raise a force immediately. It | 


the enemy’s soil. 

But if the original bill should be adopted, delay | 
was inevitable. And, besides this, the officers 
who were authorized to raise regiments and failed 
to succeed, would then come to Congress and bring 
in their accounts for their expenses in the attempt. | 
Hundreds of thousands of dollars would be de- 
manded in the way of reimbursement. 

If these men were mere cxpectants of office, 


be created for the command of these ten thousand 
men. Suppose their appointment should be left to | 
the Executive: what would be the result? Did 


this Government to rely upon the regular oa would entitle themselves, by their moral worth, to 
It was not in contemplation of the framers of the || his regard and confidence, and his relative situation 
Constitution that a regular army should be main- | would afford fim the best opportunity of discern- 
tained in time of peace at the expense of the peo- || ing their personal characteristics and qualifications. 
ple, when it would be without either efficiency or } In this way he would be in no danger of having 
utility. There was indeed a necessity for main- || men under him who would betray him, but he 
taining « sufficient force to protect our arsenals and || could count on those who would sustain him b 

depéts of munitions; and we ought to have such a I faithfully discharging their duty. How coud 
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our department here determine on the erqeny 
of t ese appointments as well as the colonel? 

would most necessarily be the means by which 
it was to judge? The recommendation of members 
of Congress; made by them, too, at second or 
third-hand. Was this as good a channel of infor- 
mation as the personal knowledge of the officer 
who was to command them in the field? 
the President or his Secretary form as just an 
opinion, either in regard to the staff or the line 
of the army, as the colonel could? He could 
not believe it. 
such a conviction, and intended to produce this 
effect, 
rized to select the surgeons of his regiment, where 
would he go to make his selection? There were 
to be thirty surgeons and assistant surgeons for 
these ten thousand men—not a large number con- 
sidering the nature of the climate in which the 
troops were to serve. He would probably have 
recruits under his command from several counties, 
in each of which there were a number of physi- 
cians of reputation. Would he not naturally select 
such of these as he was personally acquainted 
with? 
health and safety of the men that such a selection 
should be made, because the physician taken from 
their own vicinity, and personally acquainted with 
many of the families from which they came, and 
with many of themselves too, would be in better 
circumstances to sympathize with them in their 
aillictions, and more ready to do all in his power 
to relieve them. A surgeon so situated would not 
act merely from a sense of duty, but from feelings 
of kindness and of personal friendship. How 
much fitter would he be for his official duty than a 
total stranger appointed by the Government? Ifa 
corps were inlisted from New York, would any 
man of sense think of selecting their physician 
from New Orleans? Or would a man from New 
England be well calculated to serve with a regi- 
ment from the interior of Missouri? Would you 
take a physician who was perfectly ignorant of 


| of their profession and of the cause for which they | they were fully worthy of the confidence of 
Vhat || went to battle. 


| 
| 


Could | 


This amendment was founded on | 


Supposing the colonel should be autho- | 


And how important would it not be to the | 


the constitutions or former hal.its of the soldiers, | 


or of the region from which they came? Surely 


not. There was a fitness, a humanity in allowing | 
the officer to select those who would most possess | 


their confidence. If it was permitted him to refer 
to experience in this matter, his own (which had 
been very small) fully corroborated every position 
he had taken. 

To say that men would not discharge the duties 
of soldiers because they were not called regulars, 
was surely absurd, ‘The name of regulars did not 
change the men, unless it was to associate them 
with a disgusting idea. 

But it was said that regulars were more suitable 
for these regiments, because volunteers could not 
be relied on. He should not descant on this idea, 
but look at the material of the regular army. Men 


picked up here and there, of dissolute character, | 


and degraded by every vice; men who marched to 
the drum head as the last resort, perhaps to es- 
cape from their creditors, or to obtain a bare sup- 
port. Such was not the material of which the 
auxiliary army of Texas was composed. They 


were to be trusted in all circumstances. There 
was no want in regard to men like these. From 


the commencement of the Revolution to the very 
Jast acts of that eventful history they had sustained 
the credit of their flag, and fully proved that a citi- 
zen soldiery knew how to fight and bravely to 
defend the liberty of the'r country. 

How had it been in the last war? Let gentle- 


men who doubted whether volunteers could be | 


safely relied on, go to the Thames, where the || 


Kentucky troops proved their valor, and where | 


the Ohio volunteers so nobly sustained the honor |! 


of the American arms. Let them go to Sackett’s 


Harbor, where our soldiers were led by a militia | 


eneral, and Sor would find there the volunteers, 
Let them go either to the West or to the South. 
Let them look at the army in Tennessee, that glo- 
rious army which met the fanatical savage Creeks: 
they were volunteers. To be sure there was one 
battalion of militia somewhat dissatisfied, and 
some of them returned home. But ali the rest of 
the entire army were volunteers, with the excep- 
tion of a single battalion of regulars; yet they 
sustained themselves nobly in that war. How was 
itat New Orleans? Did not the volunteers nobly 
sustain themselves? ‘True, there were a few regu- 
lars associated with them; but the officers and the 
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There was other evidence which might be re- | 
| ferred to in support of the same view. 


Instances 
might be quoted where the fate of nations hung on 


the volunteer service, and where they behaved with | 
unflinching bravery in hours of the extremest | 
Need he refer to the siege of Monterey? | 
Could any man name that place and then speak 
Who could have | 
exhibited more indomitable courage then did those | 
advancing columns? They pushed forward, and | 
| were cut down in numbers, but still continued to | 
And these, too, | 


peril. 


about distrusting volunteers? 


advance with unflinching valor. 
were men who never had known regular service. 


Yet they did all that could have been demanded at | 


the hands of the oldest veteran soldiers of the line 
in an service, 


What was it that made the only difference be- | 
It was nothing | 


tween volunteers and regulars? 
but discipline. But when volunteers, as was pro- 
posed in this bill, were made a permanent attach- 
ment to the army, how long would it be before 
active, intelligent young men, taken from reputa- 
ble families, would learn both discipline and subor- 
dination? The excellence and efficiency of regu- 
lars was derived from their perfect discipline. 
They became a mass of mechanism, systematical 


in their movements, and promptly and certainly | 
obeying the will of the commanding mind which | 
| animated them. 
drive a retreating enemy, volunteers were to be | 
preferred to regulars, inasmuch as they were more | 


But when it became necessary to 


eager in spirit and less encumbered or enfeebled. 
Again: He regarded volunteers as far more 
suited to the character of our nation and the genius 


of our Government and institutions than regulars. 


| mame retained ? 
ment with the appointment of a host of officers, 


The original bill was a perfect anomaly in its 


shape: it went, in effect, to raise a corps of regu- | 
There was to be | 
no inlistment, no oath; but somebody must go to || 


lars out of a body of militia. 


them and ask them, for fear they should come of 
themselves. They were not regulars. Why? 


Jecause they were to be discharged at the end of | 
They were not regulars in fact, but | 
And for what was that |! 


the war. 
they bore the name. 
Only to encumber the depart- 


when the volunteer corps were already organized, 
and had only to receive marching orders. 


He was as much opposed to democracy in an | 


army as any man possibly could be, and to mob- 
ocracy too. But, after the organization of a vol- 
unteer corps had once taken place; after the wishes 


of the men had been met and their hopes gratified, || 
being contented at the outset they would continue | 


There | 


contented all through the term of service. 
would be no new elections, for the bill provides 
for promotions by regular grade. But, under the 
original bill, the President might, through inad- 
vertence or misinformation, or other accidental 


cause, happen to appoint to an important com- | 
/ mand one of the lowest subalterns, 
could not but do much harm. 


Such a course 


Every provision in the amendment, or substitu- 


ted bill, was made to come as near to the character | 


and spirit of our institutions as could with propri- 
ety be done. It was often said, and reéchoed from 
one side of that chamber to the other, that the mi- 
litia are the great bulwark for the defence of this 
country. He believed it. But to give them orga- 


nization and a permanent service would not render 


them less so. Thus organized, they would be pre- 
ared to act in harmony with the regular army. 
t did not blend the two descriptions of force to- 
oe but it united them in a concert of action. 
force of this description would as much consti- 
tute a part of the army as the regular troops. 
Congress had the same power to create both. 
In concluding, he observed that he could not 


| believe but that every objection which lay against 


the former bill was fully met by the substitute he 


_had prepared, and he believed it to be more com- 


plete in its details than any which had been before 


_ offered. 


men behaved ih a manner well worthy of the honor | 


When we took a view of the connexion of the 
army with our citizens, he thought it would take 
but a little time to organize our citizens for a state 
of war, and prepare them for the battle-field and 
all the hardships and privations of the camp; and 
when they should have honorably discharged the 
oor they owed to the country, they would return 
to the walks of private life with credit, and the 
pleasing consciousness of having given proof that 
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Tre their 
fellow-citizens. They would show the world that 


volunteers could endure hardships as good sol. 
diers; that they were no carpet knights—no holy. 
day soldiers; but, having from choice relinquished 
the sweets of homebred ease for the hazards of 
the camp and of the battle-field, they would return 
to their families with the glory and renown of good 
soldiers. 

Mr. ALLEN rose and said, he had an amend. 
ment which he desired to offer as a substitute for 
the amendment of the Senator from Texas, which 
he intended to come in as a final section to the bl| 
under consideration. 

The Secrerary read the amendment for infor. 
mation. 

Mr. ALLEN said the Senate would perceive 
that if this amendment prevailed, they would ac. 
complish the object of the Senator from Texas, by 
augmenting the volunteer force which the Pres}. 
| dent was now authorized to call out, and, at the 
same time, furnish the President with that descrip. 
| tion of foree which, he informs us, the exigencies 
_ of the service require. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON. Is the amendment of the 
Senator from Ohio a substitute for the amendment 
of the Senator from Texas? 

Mr. ALLEN. I contemplate offering it as a 
substitute, to come in as an additional section to 
the original bill; and it will present the question, 
whether, under any circumstances, or in any con. 
tingency, we will furnish that description of force 
called regulars, which the Executive has asked, 
‘| That, then, will be the question before the Senate, 

Now, Mr. Drosideat, t do not intend to delay 
the final action of the Senate upon this biil by pro- 
tracting the debate; but I must say, looking at 
home and abroad, viewing the state of our public 
affairs, it seems to me high time that the Congress 
of the United States should have done something 
by which the people of this,nation, the army now 
in Mexico, and Mexico herself, should understand 
what is intended; whether it is intended to prose- 
cute this war like a powerful nation, or let it 
dwindle away dishonorably. 

Sir, the Constitution of the United States autho- 
rizes Congress to declare war; and after the dec- 
laration is made, that same Constitution imposes 
upon the President the responsibility of the con- 
duct of the war. It is a responsibility which de- 
pends on no wish or volition of the President. It 
is a responsibility which he can neither increase 
nor diminish. It is a high constitutional responsi- 
bility, which is imposed by the fundamental law 
of the land, and sanctioned and made more im- 
perative by the official oath which he has takeu. 
There can be no responsibility on the Chief Magis- 
trate higher or more delicate. It is not a respon- 
sibility in which the other departments of the 
Government can participate with the Executive. 
There is, then, no responsibility in which the other 
departments of the Government should sympathize 
with the Executive more than in his responsibility 
for the conduct of a foreign war. And, sir, I un- 
dertakegto predict, from my knowledge of the 
American heart, that the delays, that the procras- 
tinations, that the hesitation, which have been 
| manifested in this war, will create a sympathy— 
| and a powerful sympathy—in behalf of the Presi- 

dent. It will show itself, when we shall have re- 
| turned to the body of the people. I know of whom 


} 
| 
' 








| | speak, when I speak about the people. I know 
| how they feel at this moment throughout the 
‘length and breadth of this land, in regard to the 
prosecution of this Mexican war. I know they 
feel that Congress has not enabled the Executive 
to infuse that energy into this war, which the exi- 
| gencies of the public service, and the welfare ef the 
| nation, require. . 

Mr. President, all this hesitation here—all this 
delay in the passage of this bill—all this with- 
holding of that description of foree which the Ex- 
ecutive, under his oath and the responsibilities of 
his station, tells you the public safety requires— 
| all this, sir, is too well calculated to duce the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


impression, both at home and in Mexico, that this 
war is to go limping along, till it dies out itself. In 
such a condition of things, can the United States 
have peace with Mexico? Sir, there are no treaties 
now existing between the two countries. A state 
of war annihilates all existing treaties. Nothing, 
sir, can produce a treaty of peace that will stand 
for forty-eight hours but an overwhelming force at 
the capital of Mexico. Until a great public exi- 
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ney has made it manifest to the Mexican people || 
that there is no alternative left to them—unul they | 
see our armies in their capital, and become con- |. 
yinced that they must subseribe to our terms, or | 
become denationalized, there will be no peace. 
When that state of things is brought about, the | 
party in power in Mexico will be able to make a 
ace. But a peace while our armies are seven 
jundred miles from their capital, will not last forty- 
eight hours, for a faction out of doors will rise up 
and charge the party making a treaty of peace with 
having sold their country, and they will turn it 
out and again thake war on us. Sir, there is no 
alternative but to make war on the Mexican capi- 
tal. That alone will produce a peace. Create an 
exigency there that shall be palpably apparent to | 
ail parties in Mexico, and that will justify the ru- 
ling authorities there in signing a treaty of peace 
such as we want. It is such a state of war only, 
that will produce such a result. If the Govern- 
ment of Mexico were as solid as the most substan- | 
tial thrones in Europe, we should have a far better 
chance of getting an enduring peace than we can 
have as it is. The very fact that the Govern- | 
ment of Mexico is in a perpetual state of revo- 
lution, renders it utterly, absolutely impossible |) 
that we can get a peace that will endure for one 
hour without stacking our arms in the capital of 
their country. 
Mr. President, I am for giving the Executive, 
in virtue of the great responsibility resting upon | 
him, and as the head of our army and navy, and | 
as the director of this war, all the men and money, 
and every description of force for which he ma 
ask within the pale of reason, and under the hig 
sanctions of his oath. I would say to the Presi- 
dent, if you make this application on your respon- 
sibilities as Chief Magistrate of this country, I 
will give the force you ask, and you can recruit | 
one regiment or two regiments as they may be 
required, and then stop, at your own discretion. 
Under the act of 13th May, 1846, he has power to 
call out the entire military force of the country— 
the whole militia for six months. He has an ad- 
ditional power to accept a part of the militia to the 
extent of fifty thousand men for the term of one | 
year or during the war. He has exercised but one | 
of these powers—that is by calling out the volun- 
teer force, because, on the first call, swarms of brave 
hearts presented themselves to cluster around the 
standard of the country. The struggle was not to | 
obtain, but to keep out, alarge portion of those who | 
presented themselves to enter into the service of | 
the country. I believe the whole number yet called | 
into service is something like thirty thousand men, 
leaving a margin of twenty thousand men whom 
the President, by the act of the 13th May, 1846, is 
atany moment at liberty to invite into the public 
service. Well, he asks Congress to give him an 
additional power to increase another branch of the 
—_ force ,of the country—the regular army. 
etme here say, sir, that if I had had the direc- 
tion of this war, I should not have asked for this 
power. [ would have called out at least forty 
thousand volunteers the day succeeding that on 
which this bill of the 13th ay last was passed. 
The President, however, has his own judgment. | 
He knows more about the exigencies and wants 
of the public service than I can possibly do. And 
under the circumstances in which he is placed, he 
asks for authority, not to create a force of ten 
thousand men, but to call out that force if the 
future exigencies of the service require it. Well, 
sir, | have no objection to give him the discretion 
to call out that force; and in order to show the 
Senator from Texas that I am quite as much dis- 
pe to augment the volunteer force as he can be, 
propose to give the President additional power 
regarding the volunteer force, to the extent of ten 
thousand men. Sir, I will give him both; though, 
by my motion, I now do not present the alterna- 
tive whether we will increase the regular or volun- 
teer force, but whether the regular force shall be 
increased at all. 

Mr. J. K. Watxer, appeared below the bar | 
with a message in writing from the President of 
the United States, and Mr. ALLEN gave way for 
its reception. 

Mr. ALLEN resumed. Sir, I shall not violate 
the pledge I gave by making a long s h; I will || 
therefore content myself with what I have said, 
and submit my proposition. 

The Secrerary again read Mr. ALLEN’S 
proposition. 








i 





| the general conduct of the war. 


_ objection. 


Mr. MANGUM. Is itin order now? 

The PRESIDENT. It is not now in order. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved an amendment to 
the amendment of the Senator from Texas, by stri- 
king out the words which make the field officers 
elective. He said the effect of his amendment 
would be clearly understood, inasmuch as it would 
leave the officers to whom it referred to be appoint- 
ed by the President. 

He had contemplated, that, if this war was con- 
tinued, and assumed anything like the serious form 
and aspect it had now assumed, an increase of the 
army of the United States would become necessary, 
as the only sort of force calculated to enable the 
Government to carry on the war. The President 
had asked for such an increase of force, and he 
should vote to grant a force pretty much of the 
character which the President had asked for, on 
the general principle which he throughout had 
cherished, of granting all the men and money the 
President might deem necessary, and hold the 
President responsible for the use of the money and 
He was content, 
however, so far to accommodate his views to the 


| more experienced views of the Senator from Texas, 


by deviating so far in this respect as to permit the 


| troops, when organized, to elect their company 
They would be raised in the same vicin- | 


officers. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| such somramnieen here, thank God. 


| these. 
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terrible scourge that was ever permitted among 
men. Why, he repeated, not carry out the gooc 
principle to that result? 

But while they talked of the danger of a stand- 
ing army, why would they render it a thousand 
times more dangerous by infusing into it insubor- 
dination and disorder? And where was it to stop 
when it was carried to the length now proposed? 
What had they seen in other countries? They 
had seen pretorian guards holding elections; and 
they had seen Emperors issuing from the camp of 
pretorian guards and borne to the thrones of kings. 

t was this which made our forefathers jealous of 
standing armies. However, he apprehended no 
No man had 
more confidence in their intelligence and worth, 
and all that makes men valuable as citizens or as 
soldiers; but he would not train them up in wrong, 
He did not wish to set an example which would 
lead to fatal consequences in worse times than 
Bad examples always have their com- 


| mencement in good times, when confidence in the 


ity, and would be acquainted with each other; but || 


he feared that it would be very different in relation 
to the field officers. They were to be elected when 
the companies rendezvoused. They would come 
from different parts of a widely-extended State, or 
it might be, of several States, and therefore would 


| be unacquainted with the qualifications of the offi- 
| cers, 


And again, when were they to hold this 
election? How were they to hold it?) Who was 


| to preside at it? Who was to stand responsible to 
' the public for the fair expression of the voice of the 
| soldiers ? 


But this was not his main objection. They were 
to elect as soon as they came together. Well, they 


| would then be ignorant mainly of the character of 
the men proposed as field officers. 
| then have to choose in the dark—without informa- 


They would 


tion. A great many of them would be just as in- 
competent to judge of the proper qualifications of 


| a colonel as they would of a keeper of an observa- 
| tory or a manager of the Smithsonian legacy. But 


that was not his utmost objection, nor his chief 
How long would they allow for the 
canvass? To canvass, the candidates for the offi- 
ces of colonel, major, &c., would have to go round 
among the taverns, and to this and that grocery. 
How long, then, should they have for an exhibi- 
tion of their military character? And how much 


| time to indoctrinate the raw troops in the science 


of electioneering ¢ 


| would be the result of it? 


present good order of things puts us off our guard, 
and sends us to sleep in our security. But they 
rise up afterwards in judgment, and form excuses 
and apologies for sinister measures adopted for 
sinister purposes. Let us be on our guard. Let 
us not force upon these men duties which they are 
unable to discharge for want of the necessary 
knowledge and information of the individuals Who 
may be presented to them for their selection. He 
feared it would be calculated to lead to a relaxation 
of subordination for the candidates to go from 
camp tocamp to electioneer, and little parties would 
be made up-in favor of one and another. Such a 
system would lead to a fierce contention: and what 
One party or the other 
would finally succeed; and what was to be said of 


_ the vanquished party? Would they be disposed 


to see in a major or colonel, a commander who 
would equally favor every man under hiscommand, 
exercising not only a military authority, but a 
parental care over all? How long would it be be- 
fore the feelings engendered at an election would 
subside? And when they had subsided, how long 
would it be before this popular candidate for a col- 
oneley—how long would it be before he who was 
just now bowing to and soliciting the votes of 
these very men whom he was afterwards called 
upon to command, would be qualified to throw off 
the restraint which such a proceeding would create, 
and command them in the true military spirit ac- 
cording to his commission ? 

These higher officers are, to some extent, repre- 
sentatives of the whole country, and all were inter- 
ested in their acts. It was not a matter of concern 


| alone to the identical men that compose the com- 


| panies or regiments. 


How long had it been since the idea of convert- || 


ing the camp into hustings and the soldiers into | 


electors ha 


sprung up in this land? He had 


| thought amongst the necessary evils of war was | 
| that despotic system of government which required | 
| subordination, to guard society against the licen- | 
tiousness of men with arms in their hands. 
allow the system now proposed to be carried fur- |, 


To 


ther than to elect their company officers, was to 


introduce a system particularly incongruous in the || 

military service. It was the pride of the soldier to | 
| be commanded and to obey. 
life and strength of the service. 


That was the very 


the policy was to subvert and invert the customary 
order of things. Instead of subordination in camp, 
they were to have the army converted into a little 
democracy, like that of Athens. Instead of order 
and subordination, they were to have all the 
license, turbulence, and tumult of an election going 
on. 


the principle of free and popular government—and 


that good and true —— will work well every- | 


where. He asked the advocates of this new doc- 
trine to tell him, then, why it was that they. cur- 
tailed that principle at all? Why, if it was a 
cardinal principle, always to be respected, was it 
not extended to the brigadier general? Why was 
not he elected when the army got together? And 
why not let this 
in the election o 
men prepared to go 

what was a camp? 

orders—un neon 
life and oa of all mili 


obedience—which was the 
tary action and all military 


But now it seemed || 


And gentlemen who advocate this, do so on | 
| the supposition that they are acting on principle— 


at length? If they were, | 
Where was obedience to | 


/man from Kentucky. 
| Senator that no member of this body entertained 


It was a matter of common 
concern—it was a matter affecting the fate of war 
and the fate of nations. It was, therefore, upon 
every consideration, a matter of great national con- 
cern. He did not wish to enlarge upon this sub- 
ject. But he could not but think that the best and 
more expedient course was, not to force on the 
soldiers, unasked, unsolicited, the performance of 
a duty for which they could not possess the requi- 
site information of the qualities of the candidates 
from whom they would have to select, and which 
promised no earthly advantage. 

Mr. HOUSTON was very sorry he should have 
been so unfortunate as not to have made his views 
and intentions intelligible to the honorable gentle- 
He assured the honorable 


a greater abhorrence and dread of disorganization 
in a military force than he did. And the course 
which he proposed appeared to him free from all 
the objections which the honorable gentleman had 
been pleased to make to it. He did not propose, 
and he expressly so said, as he understood him- 
self, to carry into the army of Texas the practice 
of elections. It was as foreign from his view as 
the idea could be. He proposed that the troops 


| should be organized in the community where they 


| were raised, or that those should be taken that 


i 
i} 
1? 
} 
i} 
i 


| 


i] 


I ing of the c 
ood principle work out its results | selec 
Pa major general? Were gentle- | 


were already organized, with a perfect understand- 
racter of the officers whom they had 
ted; and not to elect officers in-the army, for 
by the plan suggested by the amendment which 
ee elections in the army would be obvi- 
a — by promotions according to grade, 
eoonnting the very subordinate officers of compa- 
nies. ere was not, then, to be afforded to can- 


life? without which an army must be the most || didates for colonelcies the opportunity to canvass 
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the.men, and to tempt them into grog-shops. His 
plan would be to exclude all liquor and treating | 
He was aware that liquor had | 


from the army. fas awa 
caused a greater mortality in Texas than the can- 
non of the enemy. 


he recommended. 
number of companies organized that had already 
tendered their services by brigades to the Execu- 
tive, it would bea very easy matter to rendezvous 
the companies at some point anterior to marching 


to Mexico, organize them there, and let them ar- | 


rive on the soil of Mexico ready organized. Such 
was the organization of troops we have had in the 
field that have acquired immortal honor. This 
was the course pursued by the Mississippi regi- 
ments. Davisand McClung, who did all that men 
could do, and whose commands were almost anni- 
hilated at Monterey, were elected by the compa- 
nies. 
other House of Congress, and at the call of the 
volunteers became their leader. The other was 
known to them at home as a gallant and distin- 
guished man, and him they elevated over them by 
election. ‘The last troops that marched to Mexico 
were organized at Pittsburg, and there they elected 
their field officers, when they were formed into 
regiments. It was therefore no innovation on any 
rule established in the United States. It wasa 
rule by which we have been governed for thirty 
yeurs to his certain knowledge. Jackson, in the 
firet place, was so elected, and several of his officers 
were elected by volunteers, and served, and their 
service continued, till after the battle of New Or- 
leans, 

Mr. R. JOHNSON. 
of the United States? 

Mr. HOUSTON. It was done by common con- 
sent, and not by any law of the United States. 
But he now proposed that these regiments should 
be so organized under a law of the United States, 
to obviate all objections, and to prevent the camp 
being made an electioneering arena. He wished 
the troops to be organized when they arrived at 
the theatre of war, and from that circumstance to 
derive their efficiency; and not to have the colonels 
going about treating the men in grog-shops. He 
proposed that it should be done on the mustering 
of the men, who had associated themselves and 
voluntarily enrolled themselves with a view to 
service during the war; that the elections should 
take place in moments of soberness at home, when 
the men about to engage in an enterprise feel that 
organization will enable them to give character to 
their enterprise, and sustain themselves before the 
enemy. They will select men in whom they have 
confidence at home, where they have opportuni- 
ties to know the characters of the various aspi- 
‘ants. And after that election all elections for col- 
onel will terminate, and the promotions will be 
according to grade to supply deficiences in higher 


Was that under any law 


ranks of the army; and thus they would be per- | 


fectly satisfied when they left their homes. God 
forbid that he should do anything to convert the 
army into a mob, or even a pretorian band or 
cohort; but though he expected to see no imperial 


majesty in this Capitol, he should do all in his power || 


to sustain such measures as would support the im- 
perial majesty of the Constitution. Headvocated 
this plan, because he conceived it to be the best. 
The Srentdent, if the appointments were left with 
him, would have to appoint some forty field offi- 
cers, with whom he was totally unacquainted, and 
therefore he must rely on information which he 
could obtain elsewhere. But the volunteers them- 
selves, who are men of intelligence, would appoint 
men in whom they could confide froma heeiorarta 

of the men themselves. Those who have already 
been so appointed are men of other attractions 


than those they could afford in grog-shops. They | 
Would | 


are men of intelligence and character. 
they, then, he asked, disappoint the hopes of fifty 
thousand volunteers? Or would they place men 
over these volunteers who were strangers to them; 
and, in consequence, the officers and men would en- 
tertain no respect foreach other? He in sistedthat 
every encouragement should be given to the volun- 
teers, and hence he offered and pressed his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CASS remarked that there were two courses 
for completing the organization of the army pre- 
sented to them; and after reading an extract from 
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And he was the last person || 
to encourage disorganization, or recommend any | 
measure that would have a tendency towards it. | 
He apprehended no difficulty, then, in the course | 


One of those officers vacated lits seat in the | 


' 
| They found men of character, who raised such || 
| men as crossed the lake with Harrison, and went _ 
| on and completed the war. 
| difficulty ? 
| would adopt when they had passed the bill; but he 
had no doubt the Administration would adopt the 





edge | 


| 
1 | 
| been a volunteer—but it was human nature that 


enone, seem annnattieyneninetesi 








the Constitution referring to the subject, proceeded. 
For the several companies to elect their own offi- 
| cers seemed to him directly contrary to the Consti- 
tution. It took from the President a prerogative 
which the Constitution gave him. They ail felt 
| the crisis in which they were placed. He had not 
heard a sentiment advanced by any gentleman on 





They were all anxious for 
| the welfare of the country. He was well aware 
| that they ought to look around. He did not won- 
der at the discussion or deliberation which had 
taken place. The last advices from Mexico brought 
intelligence of one of the most singular scenes ex- 
hibited in the record of the nation. It told them 
ofa soncapge oe belonging to the Spanish charac- 
ter alone. Their President had taken an oath that 
| he would not treat with this country while our 


troops were upon one foot of Mexican soil. It 


| showed what they had to contend with. They 
should therefore address themselves to the shock, 
and make all the arrangements necessary to carry 
on the war to a successful termination; unless it 


|| be—and he trusted there were very few who were 


| prepared to abandon the war—sitting down as they 
rose up with all the wrongs which they had suffered 
| from auite unatoned for, after an immense ex- 
_ penditare of blood and treasure. He did not believe 
| there were many prepared to advocate such a course. 
As had been well said by the gentleman from Ohio, 


the constitutional management of the war belonged | 


to the President. Congress could neither give him 


the power to carry on the war, nor control that | 
| power. 


As to the method in which it was to be 
| carried on, whether b 
| him a reasonable confidence should be placed in 


the Executive of the nation on that point. He) 
' had experience to guide him. 


He knew what the 
country required—what forces were necessary. 
He had informed them of it. It did seem that a 
reasonable confidence in the discretion of the Exec- 
utive—in the experience of the Administration— 
should lead them to vote for the measures the Presi- 


dent had called for, unless there was some reason- || 


able objection. He saw none. 
Mr. C. could not approve of the course pointed 
out by the Senator from Texas. His owmsexpe- 


| rience was exactly the reverse. For that honorable 


gentleman, whose experience in the service of his 
country had put imperishable laurels upon his brow, 
no man who heard him had a higher respect than 
himself. But let him tell that gentleman that their 


course in 1813 was different from the one which | 


he proposed. ‘Then they called for twenty regi- 
ments of regular troops. To the colonel in Ohio, 
as he remembered, they said: ‘* There is a blank 
piece of paper; go to men of talent and enterprise; 


men in whom the public have confidence—select | 
_A to be a captain, and say to him, ‘if you will 
produce fifty men within two months, you shall | 


have a commission.’ Then let A go to Band say, 


| * raise fifteen or twenty men, and you shall be lieu- || 
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tenant;’’’ and so with others. In that way a regi- 
ment was raised in two months. 
went around and selected an officer. It wag 
confidently—properly given—properly exercised. 
They did not voluntarily throw away the power. 


Now, where was the 
He did not know what course they 


best course—a course that did not cause unneces- 
sary delays. Let him be allowed to mention one 
fact for the consideration of the honorable Senator 
from Texas. The pecuniary motive which he 
proposed to offer for inlistments, was quite differ- 
ent from the one which he would approve. He 
(Mr. C.) would grant a bounty to the soldiers; 
and he understood from the gentleman from Mis- 
souri—the chairman of the Military Committee— 
that the effect of the proffered bounty had already 
been felt, and that inlistments were consequently 
going on more rapidly than ever before; the effect 
was not to be disguised. Let them look at the 
whole experience of the country. Under Wash- 


ington the regular troops were found to be the very | 


be raised. 


best which could possibly 
sponsibility could be placed in them. 


He would 
not discourage the volunteers—he himself had 


the other side of the Chamber which was not hon- | 
If there were not a sufficient || orable to the speaker. 


| dollars and cents, he would repeat, they had doll 
| fordollar. They were unknown to Europe befo 
| A half century had almost passed away since 
|| prowess of the nation had been shown. 


sea or land, it seemed to | 


Those colonels 


if 


More re- , fore, to all intents and purposes, a pro 
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| More efficient soldiers; not that the volunteers 
were inefficient in the day of battle. Every man 
knew, who knew the volunteers, that there was 
no corps of them that would not follow the 
standard of their country, and uphold it boldly 
on the field of battle. This campaign had shown 
it. This campaign had shown that, in the deadliest 
of the shock, they had borne the standard of their 
country proudly and aloft. He would say that 
the very honor their country had acquired by their 
recent victories was, to him, a full compensation 
for every dollar they had expended. None regret. 
ted the expense more than he; but, measured }, 


ar 
re, 
the 
of t Europe 
and the civilized world had forgotten them. They 
saw a great nation—their keels ploughing every 
/ wave—their ships at every port. Forgotten! ay! 
at the first tap of the drum—the first sound of the 
bugle—what was the effect? The Government 
_ had not tosummon men to the field; they had more 

than enough. They told them to stay at home: 
they did not want them. It was absolutely the 
duty of the Government to stay the ardor of the 
citizens. They could not take a tithe of those who 
volunteered their services. A prouder spectacle 
was never exhibited since men were congregated 
together in civilized societies; a spectacle most 
clearly prophetic for the stability of the republic. 
He had nothing to say about monarchical govern- 
ments. Let Europe have them; but ours is the 
| government for us—a government in which the 
property and rights of citizens were sacred; and it 
was now shown that in time of war it was equal to 
a defence. He knew there had been a good deal 
said about the injustice of this war; but he supposed 
there was not an honorable Senator on his side of 
the Chamber who saw no cause forthe war. Some 
might say that it was inexpedient to go to war at 
the time; but no one, looking upon the long cata- 
_ logue of aggravations, would say that there was 
no cause for it. The President had asked them 
for regular forces—for ten regiments of men. The 
Constitution had given him the power to do it. 
They should support him. Therefore he did trust 


| that the bill reported by the Military Committee, in 


conformity with his requisition, might be passed. 
Mr. BADGER did not desire to draw the Senate 
into a general discussion on this subject. It was 
of far more importance that they should confine 
their attention to this bill and forward its passage. 
But he wished very briefly to state the view which 
he took of the difficulty attending the proposal of 
_ the Senator from Texas. The discussion between 
| that Senator and his honorable friend from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Crirrenpen,] was on a question of 
expediency, on which he did not propose to say 
one word, because it seemed to him they were not 
_at liberty to enter into any investigation as to the 
question, which is the better and more expedient 
mode of having these officers appointed. The 
amendment of the Senator from Texas proposed 
to raise an auxiliary volunteer force, to be muster- 
, ed into the service of the United States, and to have 
officers appointed to it who, if he was able to un- 
derstand the project, were undoubtedly to be offi- 
cers of the United States. Now, it was said—he 


1 did not intend to say whether it was true or not— 


| that after a long period of public service gentlemen 


learned to look rather lightly on constitutional re- 
|| strictions, 


| enough to forget the limitations imposed upon us 


If it were so he had not been here long 


by that instrament. And he would suggest to the 


|| Senator from Texas, if his amendment was not 

| liable to the objection that it was in opposition to 

ti . . 
the Constitution. 


It was not proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Texas to call the militia into the service 

of the United States. It was proposed that the 
| United States should raise a force under the de- 

nomination of an ‘auxiliary volunteer force.” 
The officers of this force would be officers of the 
United States. The colonels would be officers of 
the United States. They were so in fact and in 
form, as much as my other officer. How were 
they to be appointed? Under commissions from 
the President of the United States. It was, there- 
I to raise 
an additional army under the name of a volunteer 

force; and thenit that these officers should 


| 


| be elected by the men and commissioned by the 


men who inlisted in the regular army, and under- || President of the United States. Now, when he 
went a thorough course of discipline, would be || looked at that instrument, it seemed to him thatall 
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oo after defining certain powers and duties of || 

the President: | 
« He shall have pawers 8 and with the advice and con- } 

tof the Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds ot 
the Senators present concur; and he shajl nominate, and | 
py avd with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall ap- | 
int ambassadors, other ministers and consuls, judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other oilicers ot the United States, 
yhose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, 
; dwhich shall be established by law; but the Congress 
a hy law vest the appointment of such inferior officers, || 
as they think proper, in the President alone, in the courts of | 
jaw, or in the heads of departments.”’ 

Now, he put it to the honorable Senator from 
Texas, if it be true that Congress has the power of 
declaring that these officers of the United States 
shall neither be appointed by the President alone, | 

‘nor the President by and with the consent and || 
advice of the Senate, nor the courts of law, nor the || 
heads of departments, but that the President shall || 
jgsue a commission on an election being made by ! 
the men; Why it is not equally in the power of the || 
people to elect by popular election, and then com- 
mission them by the President, according to the 
conditions of that election, those whose appoint- 
ment by the President is expressly provided for by 
the Constitution? He contessed, this, with him, 
was an insuperable objection to the gentleman’s 
amendment. He admitted there was some force 
in the observations of the Senator from Texas, but 
the Constitution appeared to him to have settled 
the matter. They might give the appointment to | 
the President alone—they might restrain it to the 
President and the Senate—they might give it to the 
heads of departments—and, though it would be a 
strange spectacle, they might give it to the courts 
of law—but certainly it was not in the power of 
the American Congress to commission by popular 
election. He confessed that the difficulty he had 
on this subject was that he could not reconcile with 
the Constitution of the United States the provis- 
ions of this amendment, nor yet the provisions of || 
the act respecting volunteers which passed at the | 
last session of Congress. That was not a call 
under the Constitution for militia of the States, 
because the militia belong to the States. They are 
the organized force of the States, and Congress has 
no general control over them. Congress is autho- 
rized by the Constitution to call for them as militia, 
but only in three specific cases—‘‘ to execute the 
laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and 
reel invasions.”? Now, neither of these cases 
exist at this time; nor did it exist at the time that 
law of last session was passed. But in cases where 
the militia are called out, the Constitution declares 
how the officers shall be appointed. The appoint- 
ment is left to the States. Now, the difficulty he 
had, even respecting the bill of the last session, was, 
that it seemed to him that it assumed to exercise 
very questionable war powers; and he should not 
be willing to yield his scruples to a simple prece- 
dent such as that of the last session He under- 
stood from gentlemen around him that this same 
system was adopted during the last war. That 
might be so, but this was a subject on which no 
such precedent could govern his judgment in the 
interpretation of the Constitution. The act of the 
last session, however, he begged leave to say, made 
no provision for the election of the officers by the 
soldiers. 

Having made these remarks as to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Texas, he must beg to 
suggest to his honorable friend from Kentuck 
[Mr. Crirtenpen] that he could not see how his 
amendment got over the constitutional difficulty. 
It seemed to him that it stood liable to the same 
objection as the plan of the Senator from ‘Texas, 
which proposed to elect all the officers. The Sen- 
ator from Kentucky proposed to elect the company 
oilicers-—— 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the Senator allow 
me to say that I have not provided anything; my 
motion was smply to strike out an objectionable 
feature in the amendment of the Senator from 
Texas, 

Mr, BADGER. With that explanation, he 
should certainly vote for the motion of the Senator 

from Kentucky; but certainly he could not, as at 
present edtaek, consider himself at liberty to enter 
into an investigation whether the plan of the Sen- 

ator from Texas was a better plan than others, for 
it seemed to him to be plainly prohibited by the 

Constitution. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the bill before them 
contemplated raising ten regiments to be attached 


sen 














scretion was taken away. The passage reads | 


volunteers. ' 
| from the fact that experience had proved them to | 


ener eee aeons eevee eeeneneremmnonneanoonnnnnnnnnnnranmneenn 


to the regular army, under the sanction of the Presi- 
dent. ‘I'he substuute of the Senator from Texas 
raised the question, whether for regular troops they 
should substitute a volunteer corps. Now, he was 


ures to bring this war to a speedy close in an hon- 
orable manner; and the sooner the better. He 
was not disposed to withhold from the President, 
who is to conduct this war, either men or money, 
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for adopting all constitutional and proper meas- | 


to be raised by act of Congress on the principles | 


which he had just mentioned. 
learn that there is any principle of patriotism or of 
duty which requires this body to endorse every 
proposition of the Executive in relation to the 
means to be used to carry on this war, and bring 
itto an end. He was aware that the President 


But he had yet to | 


was responsible, in one sense, for the conduct of | 


this war, and he would not withhold from the 
President any reasonable confidence, or any suit- 


able and proper measures that the Consutution | 


would authorize. But he was sorry to hear w- 


day, as a reason why they should pass this bill in | 


the shape in which it came from the House of 
Representatives, that the President thought that 
was the best mode of raising troops, and because 
he thought it was the most effectual way to bring 
the war to aclose. He repeated that he was sorry 
to hear that kind of an argument to induce them to 
take this bill, though they might suppose a better 
proposition could be substituted for it; and such 
was the design of the Senator from ‘Texas. 

Mr. H. did not intend to protract this debate, or 
to prevent the vote being taken upon this biil, nor 
should he at the preseni stage of this business go 
into an examination of the origin of the war, or of 
the mode by which it has been conducted: an op- 

ortunity to do that might present itself hereafier. 
We are now ina state of war, and the question 


now is, how shall we get out of it ina manner hon- | 


tinuance of peace. ‘That was the question. 


| orable to the country, and so as to secure a con- | 
J One | 


mode which had been suggested was, to increase | 
the regular forces, and the other was to raise vol- 


unteers. 


Now, he was free to say, that after | 


much reflection on this subject, and in view of all | 


the attendant circumstances, he was disposed to try 


that m@le which was adopted at the jast session | 


| of Congress, and that was, to accept the services 


of volunteers to carry on the war to its termina- 
tion. 

The Senator from Texas had stated many rea- 
sons in favor of his proposition, and he did not 
now propose to enlarge upon them. But there 
were some to which he wished to call the attention 
of the Senate as the ground of his own opinion. 
One was, that he thought a volunteer force was 
more consistent, much more consistent, as a gen- 
eral principle, with the spirit of our instituuons 
and with the feelings and temper of our people. 
He thought a volunteer force could be raised much 
more readily to enter into this campaign and to 
assist in carrying it on than by regular imlistments 
in the army. He believed there was power now 


existing to raise five or six thousand men for the || da 


regular army whick there was difficulty in obtain- 
therefore, that it could be done more promptly by 
He thought, too, they were the best, 


| be so, 
| do? On this subject the President of the United 


States has spoken in language which cannot be || 
misunderstood. He proposed to read a single pas- | 


sage on this point from the President’s annual 
message. Afler speaking of the valor and bravery 


proceeds: 


**Itis a subject of pride and satisfaction that our volun- 
teer citizen soldiers, who so promptly responded to their 
country’s call, with an experience of the discipline of a camp 
of only a few weeks, have borne their part in the hard-fought 
battle of Monterey with a constancy and courage equal to 
that of veteran troops and wortby of the highest admiration, 
The privations of long marches through the enemy’s country, 
and through a wilderness, have been burne without a mur- 
mur. By rapid movements the province of New Mexico, 
with Santa Fé, its capital, has been captured without blood- 
shed.’? 

More appropriate language could not have been 
used in relation to the gallantry and valor of these 
soldiers in the Mexican war, most of whom were 
volunteers; and what they have done, there is rea- 
son to believe they can do again. 

But this is not all. He thought that this pro- 


vision for raising ten regiments of regular troops, 


and exploits of the army in Mexico, the President | 


} 


| only be felt, but be successfu 


Bit Ci. an 


| to be officered by the President of the United 


States, was an unnecessary and dangerous in- 
crease of the patronage of the Government. The 
Senator from Texas, he bélieved, had said that 
from six hundred to seven hundred officers, would 
have to be appointed by the President. Now he 
did not feel disposed to conyer this power. He 
thought already the Executive patronage had gone 
far enough, and that it was neither the policy nor 
the interest of the country to extend it. He did 
not think he should be mistaken if he said that 
when the war terminates, these ten regiments of 
regular troops would be continued in the service, 
notwithstanding the provision in the bill that they 
shall be disbanded at the termination of the war. 
Influences would be brought to bear for the con- 
tinuance of that body of men, and that influence 
would be felt—and, in his “9 it would not 

. An array of offi- 
cers connected with the interest of the army to be 
retained, connected also with the position of Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico, and other portions of that 
country, would be found to secure their retention, 
and we shall have this addition to the army fast- 
ened on us, and it would be found impossible to 
get rid of it; whereas if they were volunteers, at 
the close of the war, they would be disbanded of 
course. Then, he repeated, as a general principle, 
he preferred volunteers to regular troops; but he 
was not disposed to raise them in the form sug- 


gested by the Senator from Texas, to whose plan 
| there were insuperable objections, 


Mr. H. could hardly agree with the Senator from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Baperr,] who said it was 
not competent for this Government to take volun- 
teer regiments from the States. That they did 
by the law of the last session, and he believed on 

| other occasions also, And with the precedents 
before them, he was disposed to yield the compe- 
tency of this Government to receive volunteers 
into its service. But he could not yield to the 
mode of officering them as proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Texas. By that plan the President was 
directed to commission those officers; but if they 
were officers of the United States, how could the 
President commission those that he could not 
appoint? The section of the Constitution eich 


| ding the mode of appointing such officers had been 


|| read, and this plan he was satisfied conflicted with 


| 


| 
} 


| 
| 


} 
} 


} 


| ing; but when volunteers were called for they were | 
| raised at once and go into the service. He thought, | 


What have they done, and what will they | 


|, that provision. 
| it, 


He could not, therefore, vote for 
for he held that it was unconstitutional, 
Mr. R. JOHNSON rose and said the hour was 


| late, yet it was the wish of the Senate, as it was 


| his own wish, to take the final vote to-night on the 
| passage of this bill. He could say all he desired 
| to say ina few minutes. [Several voices: * Oh! 
| let’s adjourn.’’] 


| Mr. BENTON said this would be an appropri- 


|| ate time to say to the Senate that the Committee 


| on Military Affairs would desire leave of absence 


| for to-morrow, as they would be engaged the 


whole day in the examination of documents at the 
| War Department. [** Then let’s adjourn to Mon- 


9 


| Mr. ATCHISON ‘moved that when the Senate 


next. 
Mr. SPEIGHT said he felt constrained to ask 


|| for the yeas and nays on that motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. ALLEN said he should vote for this mo- 


|| tion for the reason that the Committee on Military 


i this bill would be 


| 
| 
| 


Affairs would have to be at the War Office al! day 
to-morrow, and in their absence the Senate could 
not very well dispose of this bill. 

Mr. SPEIGH ‘ said if the Senate did not dis- 
pose of this bill to-day, and the Committee on 
Military Affairs were absent all day to-morrow, 


stponed to Monday, and 
would take another cc 1 not more. , 


_ The yeas and nays were then taken on the ma- 
tion to adjourn, and it was agreed to. Yeas 25, 
nays 19. 

r. MANGUM moved an adjournment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN desired to ay but a single 
word. As the gentleman from Maryland was pre- 
pared to address them, he thought they ought not 
to adjourn. : 

Mr. ATCHISON intimated that he should move, 
at the proper time, to amend the bill by striking 
out the first section, and inserting in lieu thereof 
a section authorizing the President to accept the 
services of ten regiments of volunteers to serve 


during the war. 
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Mr. MANGUM said if it were the opinion of } the least efficient, the most dangerous and ex- | 


the Senate that this bill could be engrossed to-night, 
he would not press his motion to adjourn. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped if they did adjourn, there 
would bean understanding that the question should 
be taken on Monday. 

Mr. MANGUM replied that his side of the 
Chamber was not responsible for any delay, as 
they occupied but very little time upon this bill. 

Mr. SPEIGHT hoped the motion would be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. MANGUM submitted to the gentleman 
from Mississippi if the bill could be engrossed to- 
nicht. As he believed it could not, he could not 
withdraw his motion. . 

Mr. SPEIGHT called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and they re- 
sulied thus: Yeas 22, nays 22. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER voted in the neg- 
ative. The motion therefore was rejected. 

Mr. JARNAGIN intimated that at the proper 
time he should submit an amendment, which he 
nent to the Secretary’s desk to be read for infor- 
mation, 

Mr. R. JOHNSON® then proceeded to address 
the Senate. He observed, dint in what he was 
ahout to say, he should not confine himself to the 
immediate question before the Senate, which was 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky to the amendment of the Senator from 
Texas, but should address his observations in part, 
to the other question growing out of the general 
subject. The question presented to them involved 
a consideration of expediency, as well as one of a 
constitutional character, and the question of expe- 
diency was applicable to the general question 
arising upon the bill; and what he proposed to say 
upon that question, he should say briefly, after dis- 
posing of the other. 

it had been argued very forcibly by the Senator 
from Michigan, and with equal force by the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina, and he should not have 
thought it necessary, therefore, to say a word re- 
garding it, but that he found there was still a con- 
trary Opinion prevailing with some members of the 
Senate. The Congress of the United States was 
invested with the exclusive power of raising and 
supporting armies, and they were also clothed 
with the power of calling out the militia. They 
were empowered to call into service the militia, for 
the purpose of suppressing insurrection, repelling 
invasion, and enforcing the execution of the law. 
There, their power terminated, The commission- 
ine of officers belonged to the several States, accord- 
ing to the laws of those States in which they were 
enrolled. This power of raising armies was given 
to Congress for a purpose entirely different from 
that given to call on the States for militia—it was 
given with a national object, to be exerted by the 
nation itself in its aggregate capacity, and the 

army when called into service under that power, 


. became the property of the United States. The 


men inlisted became the soldiers of the United 
States, and the officers thus commissioned neces- 
sarily became the officers of the United States. 
There were but these two descriptions of forces 
known to the Constitution, which they were au- 
thorized to bring into the field: first, the militia, in 
the sense of the term as used in the constitution; 
and the army, in contradistinction to the militia. 
One of two things was true: either the officers to 
be appointed under this bill were militia officers, 
and to be commissioned under State authority; or 
they were officers belonging to the army, and their 
appointments were to be made by the President. 


The Senator from Texas proposed that the com- | 


panies should elect their own officers, and when 
the several regiments met together, they should 


elect their field officers, which election was to be | 


certified to the President, whose duty it should be, 
not to exercise his discretion over the subject and 


satisfy himself that they were the persons proper | 


to be appointed, but to commission them without 
any such examination. He would ask the Sena- 
tor from Texas whether he supposed it would be 
competent for Congrees to pore that district 
judges should be appointed by the people! He 
velieved that the experience of all times, if fairly 
consulted, would demonstrate, that for such a war 
as that in which the nation was now engaged, 








* A report of Mr. Jounson’s remarks, at his request, was 
sent to him at Annapolis, and not returned previous to this 
Number going to press. If any alterations or corrections are 
made, the remarks will be republished in the Appendix. 


pensive course was, to attempt to carry it on 
by volunteer forces. 


action of our volunteer forces in Mexico; but it 
was impossible that they could receive the dis- 
cipline which would render them as efficient in an 
enemy’s country as regular troops. How were 


| the companies raised? By a system more or less 


of electioneering; and the man who procured his 
commission in that way must feel, to some extent, 
under an obligation; he must feel that he was re- 


sponsible to them, or would be so when the war | 


was terminated. That description of force was 
only intended by the framers of the Constitution 


_to meet a sudden crisis, in order to defend the 


country when time did not permit the preparation 
of a force of a different description. ‘The people 
of the United States were jealous of standing 
armies; they were averse to keeping standing 
armies in the field, unless necessity demanded it; 


and to guard against the possible mischief which | 
might arise from the want of a standing army, it || 
was provided that Congress might call in the aid | 


of volunteers. It was contemplated that there 


should be a reasonable confidence reposed in the || 


head of the nation; and so far from refusing, in 
the present emergency, the troops asked for by 
the President, he thought they ought to be granted 


by acclaination. The Senator from Connecticut || 


seemed disposed to withhold what he considered 


would be an increase of patronage from the Exec- | 
utive; but he doubted very much whether the Ex- | 


ecutive would be strengthened by such patronage; 
for if it were true, as was supposed by the Sen- 
ator from Texas, that when this bill should be 


passed, thousands would be anxious to get com- || 
missions in the army, then it would be equally | 


true that thousands who came to get commissions 
would go away disappointed, and be found in the 


ranks of the opposition, if there was to be any op- | 


sition to Mr. Polk at any future election. ‘To carry 
on the war in which we were at present engaged, it 


_ was necessary that the whole power of the govern- | 
ment should be put forth, forthe people of Mexico, 


finding themselves invaded. and believing such in- 
vasion to be unjust, were ready tu rise en masse, and 


with their capacity for endurance, and courage and || 
military talents, such as it was, were not to be con- | 


quered inaday. Whatever he might have thoughtof 


the prudence of the President in moving the troops | 


to the Rio Grande, and how unnecessary he might 
have thought that movement to be, and however 


clear he might be that the effect of that movement | 


was to bring on the war, it was not now a time to 


| speculate upon it. The Congress of the United 
States, by a vote approaching almost to unanimity, | 


passed the act of 13th May, 1846, in the first section 
of which it was declared that, for the purpose of 


enabling the Government of the United States to |, 
| prosecute said war to a speedy and successful ter- 


mination, fifty thousand men and ten million dollars 
should be granted. The war, then, was to go on 
until it terminated successfully. What would bea 
successful termination of this war? What did Con- 


gress declare it for? He cared not under what cir- | 
cumstances it was declared, what did they declare | 


it for? For the idle purpose of marching tro6ps 
into Mexico and back again? Of subjecting our 
men to the dreadful diseases of the climate, or to 
the hazards and perils of battle? Or was it the pur- 
pose to drive back the invaders of our soil, and to 
drive them back by such a force and in sucha 
manner as would compel them to come to terms? 
The duty of the Government of the United States, 
and of the people of the United States, if they were 


_ true to the instincts of their origin, was to bring 


this war to a successful termination, and to devote 
their whole power in order to accomplish this pur- 
ose. The only thing, then, to be considered, was, 
10w this aeat best be accomplished—whether it 
should be, as he maintained, by an increase of the 
regular army, or by a volunteer force. His oppo- 
sition to this bill was not that it increased the regu- 
lar army in contradistinction to a volunteer force, 
but that it did not go far enough. He thought 
that they ought to raise twenty or thirty thousand; 
but how was this to be done without money? He 
would like to have heard from the Committee on 
Finance on this subject as to what it was their pur- 

pose to do. 
Mr.SPEIGHT. I will tell the gentleman. We 
ropose to oe to-morrow, a bill to authorize a 

' ,000. 


oan of $23 


No man felt more proud |, 
than he did at the successes which attended the | 
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|| revenue. a 
| Mr. SPEIGHT. Means will be furnished 
___Mr.JOHNSON. Yes; provided we can borrow 
| the money. 
_ What he meant to say was, that it was the dy; 
| of the Congress of the United States at once and 
|| promptly to levy taxes. They had seen, in th» 
tariff act of 1846, that a margin was left to be filled 
_ up with articles now in the free list in case of y 
to meet the exigencies of that war, but, as ye 
they had seen no proposition to fill up that marviy: 
no proposition to tax the free list. Why should 
not tea and coffee be taxed? It had been said that 
| it would be an obnoxious duty. He did not think 
|, so. He thought ita libel upon the patriotism of 
the people to suppose that they would not bear any. 
amount of taxation deemed to be necessary for the 
| vindication of the national honor. Men were pre. 
_ Senting themselves by hundreds end by thousands 
, and offering to peril their lives to sustain the coun. 
_try’s honor. Would it bea very great thing to 
demand of them to pay a small tax upon tea and 
coffee ? If there was a part of the habitable lobe 
in which national honor was prized more than 
in any other, it was that part in which we lived, 
If there were any people living who would fee] 
_more deeply than any: other, national degradation 
_ it was the people of the United States. If there 
were any “ecuape upon the face of the globe who 
would call to sterner account their agents, who 
suffered the honor of the country to be assailed 
from any a 5 prams that the people would not 
submit to the imposition of a few cents in the way 
of tax, it was the people of the United States. Lay 
on the taxes, then; take the articles from the free 
list, and subject them to taxation. Believing, as 
he did, that no possible mode for bringing this war 
to that kind of termination which Congress, by the 
| act of 13th of May, 1846, declared that that act 
was passed to accomplish, viz: a successful one— 
but by bringing the whole power of the Govern- 
| ment to act, he was for giving the force asked for by 
, the President, and as much more as the exigencies 
of the case might demand. 

If they would but get rid of the sub-treasury act, 
they would get as much money as they might 
want, and they might marshal to the field a force of 
fifty thousand troops, and let Mexico see that it was 
our determination to have all the troops that would 
answer our purpose. Whatever might have been 
| the differences heretofore, one fact they could not 

forget—there is a war existing. And they could 

not help seeing, also, that if it is suffered to ter- 
minate otherwise than successfully, the national 
| honor will be affected. They could not bring back 
the troops, nor yet simply hold the territory al- 
ready occupied, without showing to the civilized 
world that we were beaten in this conflict, or that 
territory was our object, and that having obtained 
that,we are satisfied. ‘There was no American citizen 
at home, nor any of the ten thousand to be found 
in other nations, who were looking with pride and 
gratification at the glory achieved by our arms in 
this war,who would not bow down with humiliation, 
when they shall hear that the troops of this coun- 
try have been withdrawn, and the war with Mexi- 
co has not been brought to a successful termina- 
tion. There might be differences of opinion in the 
United States as to the origin of this war; yet if he 
had any knowledge of the character of its people, 
_ there was not a family into which they might go, 
where they would not find aspirations going up to 
| Heaven for the success of the American arms. 
Mr. J. should vote for the bill as it came from 
| the committee, because he believed it to be in- 
| finitely preferable in that shape, than if amended, 
| as proposed by the Senator from Texas. And he 
| invoked the Senate not to put itself in a condition, 
| in which it will be in the power of the Executive 
| or the nation hereafter to tell them, if any disaster 
‘| should come to the American arms, that it was 
| owing to the bad advice of the Congress of the 
| United States. He was satisfied, however, that 
, they would do their duty. He could say, as one, 
1 the honor of the nation must and shall be main- 
| tained, no niatter at what cost. He hoped, there- 
| fore, that it would be found that there was a ma- 
| jority of the Senate ready to prefer the bill as it 
came from the committee, to any other proposition 
_ that could be offered. 
| Mr. TURNEY said he should vote for this 
| amendment, and he desired briefly to give the rea- 
| sons which influenced him to do so. He was not 
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one who was opposed to this war, nor would he 
throw obstacles in the “7 y 
cution. The President had asked for, and he pro- 

osed to give him, the ten regiments of men; but 
fr proposed to change the name of them to volun- 
teers, who had shown them by experience in this 
war with Mexico that they were capable of being 
made very efficient. He was in favor, therefore, 
of the principle of the amendment of the Senator 
from Texas. He would receive volunteers, and 
allow the companies to elect their own officers to 
command them, For the reasons that the Senator 
from Maryland would oppose, he would advocate 
the amendment. The volunteers, as soon as the 


of its vigorous prose | 


1 


i 


war was ended, they must bear in mind, would | 
have to return to private life, and hence would | 


arise equality in the service. The officer would | 


make himself popular with his men, having to 
return to the same section of country when they 
returned to their homes. He would gain the good 
will of his men by his course of treatment. rom 
these considerations, he would be more kind and 
jenient, and they, at the same time, would be more 
obedient to the officer of their choice. 


But the Senator from Michigan thought this 


would bea violation of the Constitution, and there- 
fore he could not adopt the amendment. If it were 
a violation of the Constitution, the bill on their 
table was equally a violation of the Constitution. 
The amendment provides, that after the elections 
shail have taken place, the President will commis- 
sion the officer so elected; and commission and 


appoint, he held, were synonymous terms. This | 


amendment would only restrict his appointments 
to the officers elected by the companies. And 
what did this bill propose? 
which had received the sanction of the Committee 


| he would be unable to recruit a single man; but 


let a-citizen officer ask them to volunteer under his | 


charge, and he would fill his ranks in twenty-four 
hours, and they would be ready to march in twenty- 
four hours more. The best mode, then, was to raise 


} 


these regiments as volunteers, with the privileges | 
which the amendment of the Senator from Texas | 


would give to them. Were they to presume that 
the President would make a better choice than the 
people? Why, such an assumption would tend 
to show that they were deemed incompetent to 
elect the President himself. 
the creature better than the creator? 
| say that the President was better able to judge 
than the people who made him? He could not 
inal on what principle the men were to be 


\ 


i 
} 
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tioneer the best would obtain the appointment, 
irrespective of his fitness. Now, he could not yield 
his assent to a system which, instead of making 
the army effective, would produce disorganization. 

Mr. HOUSTON remarked that the elections had 


| already taken place, and there were three hundred 


| thousand volunteers organized and ready for ser- 


Would they make | 
Would they | 


deprived of the selection of their officers. He was | 


| prosecution of this war. 


vice, so that all danger was past. 

Mr. UPHAM had no disposition to throw any 
obstruction in the way of the Executive in the 
On the contrary, he de- 
sired to see it brought to a close in the shortest 


| possible period, and hence he should vote for all 
| such measures as would tend to produce that result. 
| But before he could vote for a measure, he must 


opposed to the amendment of the Senator from || 


entucky, [Mr. Crirrenpen,] and also to the 


| amendment of his colleague, [Mr. Jarnnaary,] and | 
he was equally opposed to the amendment of the | 


, Senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALLen,] because none 
| of them met the views which he had expressed. 
| Congress, at the last session, gave the President 
| authority to raise fifty thousand volunteers. Had 

they been called into theservice? They had not; 

and therefore the amendment of the Senator from 
| Ohio was unnecessary, for that force required no 
| extension. Now, he repeated that he had no de- 


+ 


sire to throw any obstacle in the way of the prose- | 


‘cution of this war. He would vote all the men 
and means that were necessary, and he would give 
the President men that were as effective and efli- 
cient as any that could be called into service. And 


| he would give the President officers that he be- 


Why, the very bill | 


on Military Affairs proposed to raise an additional | 
major for each regiment, and these officers were to | 
be appointed by the President; but the President | 


was restricted in his choice: he was limited in his || 


selections to the captains in the army. 
Congress could limit the President of the United 


States to a comparatively small number, in com- | 


parison with the people of the United States, he | 


held that the President could be restricted to a less || 


number. If they could restrict the President at all; | 


if they could limit him to less than the whole peo- 
ple ot the United States; if they could cut off the 
great mass, and confine him in his selection toa 


few, certainly they could lessen the number of that | 
few from which he should take them. If they could | 


restrict the President in his selection of majors, by 
what rule would they deny the power to restrict 
him in his choice of colonels? In his construction 


ofa doubtful provision of the Constitution, he would | 


hesitate long before he would construe it against ;| adopted, the ranks would be filled and the volun- 


the mass of the American people. If it were doubt- 
ful from whom the officers should be taken, he 
would leave the selection to the regiments them- 
selves. All power was vested in the people, and 
notwithstanding the danger contemplated by gen- 
tlemen in the temptations of grog-shops and treat- 
ing, he was one of those who entertained confidence 
in the intelligence of the people. 

Who elects the highest officers of this Govern- 


ment, the President and the Vice President, but || 
the people? And yet gentlemen intimated that they || 


had not the capacity to elect a colonel of a 


lieved would be satisfactory to the men, who would 
' go with them into battle, without distrusting their 
ability to lead them to victory. 

Mr. HOUSTON again rose and said he was re- 


some misapprehension on this subject. 
5 


Texas to give way for a motion to adjourn. 
Mr. HOUSTON assented. 
Mr. BENTON then moved an adjournment. 
Mr. SPEIGHT called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 


|| ‘The Senate refused to adjourn: Yeas 16, nays 


| 26 


the effect of which he proceeded to point out. 
went on to contend that if his amendment were 


teers be ready to leave the shores of the United 


bill. Butif the course should be adopted which 


_be had to volunteers. The regular army was made 
up in part of men who were from foreign shores, 
/ and the desertions which had taken place in the 
face of the enemy had convinced him that there 


ment, inasmuch as they were corruptible by liquor. || The efficiency of volunteers had been shown at 


He entertained no such fears. 


C he elections of | 
officers by the regiments of volunteers in his State || 


| Monterey, which was won mainly by them. 
He then met some objections on constitutional 


were as well conducted as any elections that ever || grounds which honorable Senators had raised, con- 


took place in that State. 


| tending that the power given to Congress to or- 


| States within thirty days from the passage of the | 


; Mr. BENTON desired the gentleman from | 


be satisfied of its er and when he was 
so satisfied, it should have his support. 
The President had called for ten regiments of 


| regulars, and if he could bring himself to believe 


that they were the best troops for the emergency, 
he would vote forthem, But, under existing laws, 
the President could call out a large body of volun- 


| teers, which, with these ten regiments, would swell 


| sist of regulars or volunteers. 


our forces to seventy-seven thousand men. Head- 
mitted, that if the war was to have an early termi- 
nation, it must be by the employment of a large 
force, and the question was whether it should con- 
He would vote for 
the amendment of the Senator from Texas, if he 
were not met by the constitutional ebjection which 


| had been started by the Senator from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Bapcer.] But he could not vote for 
_ that proposition, with a provision of the Constitu- 


' tion standing in his way. 


luctant. to consume any more of the time of the || 


|| Senate, but it really seemed to him that there was || 
If, then, | 


Mr. HOUSTON then resumed. He proceeded | 
to show that the mode of appointment adopted in | 
1812 was similar to that recommende? in the ori- || sustain a regular army, either within our own bor- 
ginal bill as it came to them from the other House, || 


He | 


| was recommended by the bill, he was satisfied that | 
/a regular force of ten thousand men would not be | 
raised in ten years, and recourse must eventually | 


was an uncertainty connected with regular troops || yield their assent; but if not, it was their duty to 


regi- || that could not be apprehended from volunteers. || 


| been thrown to the breeze. 


/and when they were called u 


} He was, however, 
satisfied that the volunteer forces were the most 
efficient, the cheapest, and that they could be raised 
with the greatest facility. With these views, 
when he had the opportunity, he should vote for 
the proposition of the Senator from Missouri, 
{[Mr. Arcutson.] He would give the President 
these ten thousand men as volunteers, and he 
would give him all that were authorized by the 
law of the 13th of May last. He had heard no 
reason assigned why they were not sufficient— 
why the volunteer force was not as formidable, as 
eflicient, and as desirable for every practical pur- 
pose as the regulars. They have sustained the 
stars and stripes wherever and whenever they have 
No matter where, 
they have gallantly done theirduty. He certainly 
felt a great repugnance to increase the regular 
army. This Government never was designed to 


ders or to go beyond them to conquer other coun- 
tries. He knew there wasa dazzling brightness 
around military service; and he knew that after 
our soldiers have fought the battles of the country 
they return to private life with renown and honor. 
He would therefore give to the President the force 
he asks, if he could bring himself to believe that it 
was expedient. But he could not agree with some 
that they, as Senators, had no responsibility in 
these matters. They had judgments to exercise; 
n to grant large 
forces, they were called upon likewise to judge of 
the expediency of the measure. If they deemed it 
expedient to grant the forces asked for, they would 


give the refusal. Believing that a volunteer force 
was the best, inasmuch as it had been tried and 


not found wanting, he should give his vote for 


The Senator from Kentucky inquired why, if || ganize armies, implied a power in Congress to say | 
you elect a colonel, do you not elect a brigadier || in what manner v5 should be ofticered, and how 
d 


general? He could inform that gentieman, that 
such was the case in 1836, and the result of it was 
one which reflected credit on all concerned. Gen- 
eral Armstrong was elected, which all admitted to 
have been an excellent selection. The other offi- 
cers, colonels and majors, were selected equally 
from the two political parties by the men, and 
they marched to Florida, and acquitted themselves 
creditably. Now, he had no fear of turning this 
matter over to the men themselves: he contended 


that it should be the privilege of the men to elect || reasons which would influence his vote on this | 


those who were to lead them to victory, and there- 
by an appeal would he made to the pride of the 
ciuzen soldiers. But if they were to act under the 
command of some person of whom they knew 
nothing—some high-heeled cadet from the Mili- 
lary Academy—the men would act with reluctance. 

hey might send such a man to Tennessee, and 


| those officers shou 


be selected and appointed. | 


The officers’ commission was but testimony that | 


he was recognised by the Government. 


In press- 


rass the Executive, but to give the President an 
efficient corps, and one which would not prove 


| ultimately to be more expensive than the regular 


| 
| army. Indeed, the regular army was the most 


expensive. 
r. CILLEY desired to give one or two of the 


amendment. He did not understand how the 
were to keep up subordination in the army—whic 
was so necessary to make it effective—if the pro 
osition of the Senator from Texas should prevail. 
That gentleman proposed to elect company officers 
by companies, and the field officers by regiments; 
of course, therefore, the person that could elec- 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


| 
ing his amendment, his object was not to embar- | 
| 
i 


'| that measure that would raise that class of soldiers 


free from constitutional objection. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
of Mr. CritTEenpen to amend the amendment by 
striking out that part relating to the election of 


| field officers, so as to leave their appointment with 





the President, and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, 

Several verbal amendments, rendered necessary 
by the adoption of Mr. Crirrenpen’s amendment, 
were then agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the amendments of Mr. Hovsrton, as amended, 

Mr. ALLEN inquired whether it would be in 
order to offer his pro amendment now ? 

The VICE PRES DENT replied that it would. 

Mr. ALLEN explained that the effect of his 
amendment would be to give the President ten 
gag volunteers and ten thousand regulars 

Some discussion ensued upon a point of order, in 
which Messrs. BERRIEN, ALLEN, SEVIER, 
and SIMMONS, took part, when 
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Mr. JA RNAGIN, with a view of making ita | allowing them bounty land in certain cases, report- 


test of the sense of the Senate, whether the pro- | 
posed force should be composed of regulars or vol- 
unteers, moved that the question be now taken || 
upon the first amendment pro 208ed by the Senator || 
from Texas, to insert in the first section after the || 
word * organized,”’ the words “ an auxiliary vol- | 
unteer corps.”” 

Upon this question the yeas and nays were de- || 
manded; and, being ordered, i} 

Mr. TURNEY explained, that in consequence || 
of the general character of the amendments of the | 
Senator from Texas having been altered by the | 
adopuion of Mr. Crirrexpen’s modification, he || 
should feel obliged to vote against them, i} 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he desired to say but | 
five words in explanation of his vote. He should | 
vote against the amendments of the Senator from | 
Texas, because under the laws now in force (with- 
out this act) the President could call into service || 
as great an additional force of volunteers as could |! 
possibly be wanted, The President had not asked | 
for any law for more volunteers. He asked for | 
ter: additional regiments of regulars, not as a per- 
manent standing army, but to be discharged when 
the war was over. Sir, for my part, (said Mr. 
W.,) L will vote for this law allowing ten regiments 
of regulars to be so discharged, because these regi- | 
ments cannot be raised and added to the army 
without this law. He would give the President | 
both kinds of troops, and let him call for either or 
both, as was deemed best. 


The yeas and nays were then taken upon agree- | 
ine to the first amendment of the Senator from 
Texas, and resulted as follows: 


YVERAS—Mesera. Atchison, Berrien, John M. Clayton, | 
Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, and Upham—14. 

NAYS—Mesere. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Badger, 
Bagby, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, 
Citley, Thomas Cinyton, Dix, Fairfield, Johnson of Mary- | 
land, Jonson of Louisiana, Lewis, Mangum, Niles, 
Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, Woodbridge, | 
and Yulee—28. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


The question then recurring upon the remainder 
of the amendments proposed by the Senator from | 
Texas, | 

Mr. CRITTENDEN demanded the yeas and || 
nays thereon. 

Same conversation ensued between Messrs, | 
DAYTON, CRITTENDEN, BERRIEN, BAD- || 
GER, MOREHEAD, and ARCHER, when 

Mr. CRITTENDEN withdrew the call for the || 
yeas and nays, and the question being put upoa 
agreeing to the amendments, it was decided in the | 
negative. ; , 

Mr. ATCHISON then submitted his amend- | 
ment; which was read and is as follows: 

Strike out the first five sections and insert: i 

“That the President of the United States be, and he is | 
hereby, authorized to accept the services of ten regiments 
of volunteers to serve during the continuance of the present 
war with Mexico, unless sooner discharged, who shall be 
raised, organized, commissioned, and paid in the same 
manner, and under the same regulations as are prescribed 
in the act providing for the raising of fifty thousand volun- 
teers, approved the 13th May, 1846. 

Mr. ATCHISON expressing a desire to address || 
the Senate, and the hour being late, a motion was 
made that the Senate adjourn; the yeas and nays || 
were ordered, and, being taken, the question was | 
decided affirmatively, and 

The Senate adjourned until] Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 22, 1847. 

The Journal of yesterday was read, and, on motion 
of Mr. EDSALL, having been so amended as to | 
state the fact, accidentally omitted, that on the res- 
olution of Mr. Rarusun to terminate debate on 
the loan bill, Mr. E. had voted in the negative, | 
was approved. 

The SPEAKER announced, as the first busi- | 
ness in order, the consideration of private bills 
which had been acted on by the Committee of the 
W hole—this being a day set apart for the consid- 
eration of such bills as would not give rise to de- 
bate. 

Mr. BOYD, from the select committee to whom 
was referred the bill to increase the pay of the 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates 
of the army of the United States, and the militia 


and volunteers in the service of the same, and |, 


ed an amendatory bill; which was committed. 
Mr. BOYD moved to make it the special order 
or Monday next. The vote on the motion was 


decided by yeas and nays, and resulted: Yeas, | 


11], nays 55. ; EE 
The motion was agreed to, two-thirds voting in 


| favor thereof. 


THE WAR. 


Mr. STEPHENS asked the general consent of 
the House to offer a short preamble and resolu- 


tions, relating to a subject which, of all others, | 


was now most absorbing of public interest. - His 


|| object was not to ask the action of the House | 


upon the subject to-day, or to debate the merits of 
the question, but barely to have the resolutions 


| received and referred to the Committee of the 


W hole on the state of the Union, to be called up 


|| at some subsequent day. 


The resolutions were read for information, and 


| are as follows: 


Whereas it is no less desirable that the’interests and honor 


| of our country should be cordially sustained and defended, 
| 80 long as the present war with Mexico continues to exist, 
than that the conflict should not be unnecessarily prolonged, 


but should be terminated as soon as an honorable peace can 
be obtained; and whereas ite believed that a diversity of 
opinion prevails to a considerable extent as to the ultimate 
aims and objects for which the war should be prosecuted, 
and it being proper that this matter should be settled by the 
clear expression of the legislative will, sulemnly proclaimed 


| to the world: 


Be it therefore resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
seniatives of the United States of “imerica in Congress assem- 
bled, That the present war with Mexico “is not waged with 
a view to conquest,” or the dismemberment of that republic 
by the acquisition of any portion of her territory. 

Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, That it is 
the desire of the United States that hostilities should be ter- 


| minated upon terms honorable to both parties; embracing a | 
| liberal settlement on our part of the questions growing out | 
| of the proper and rightful boundary ot Texas, and a full re- 


eognition and proper provision on her part to be made for all 
the just claims of our citizens against that country ; the whole 
to be adjusted by negotiation, to be instituted and effected 
according to the constitutional forms of each Government 
respectively. 


Objection being made to the reception of the fore- 


| going preamble and resolutions— 
Mr. COBB said, as it was merely the object of || P 
| his colleague to refer the resolutions if they were 


received, he hoped the objection would be with- 
drawn. 

The objection not being withdrawn, 

Mr. STEPHENS repeated that it was not his 
object to debate the subject to-day, but to have the 
matter referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on*the state of the Union; and he should 


|| be compelled to ask the suspension of the rules to 


allow him to introduce the resolutions. He ac- 
cordingly made that motion. 


The vote on the motion to suspend the rules | 


was decided in the negative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Blanchard, 


Milton Brown, Buflington, Burt, William W. Campbell, | 


Carroll, John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Cobb, Cocke, 
Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Delano, 
Nixon, Dockery, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Giddings, 


|| Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Harper, Hastings, Hilliard, 

| Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel LD. Hubbard, 

| Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. 
| King, Levin, Lewis, Long, Lumpkin, McClelland, Me- 
| Gaughey, McHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, 
| Pollock, Ramsey, Ripley, Jobn A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, 
| Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb 


B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Strohin, Thibodaux, Benja- 
min Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, 
White, Winthrop, Woodruff, Wright, and Young—76. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Bedinger, Benton, 
James A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, 


| William G. Brown, Cathcart, Augustus A, Chapman, Chase, | 
Chipman, Clarke, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, | 
Daniel, De Mott, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Erdman, | 
Ficklin, Foster, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, | 


Henley, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, 


| Hungeriord, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. John- 
| son, Andrew Johnson, G. W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, 


Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, Leffler, Leib, Ligon, 
Maclay, McClean, MeClernand, McCrate, McDaniel, Joseph 
J. McDowell, James McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, 
Morris, Moulton, Norris, Parrish, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, 
Pillsbury, Reid, Ritter, Sawtelle, Scammon, Alexander D. 
Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Sykes, James 
Thompson, Jacoh Thompson, Tibbatts, Tredway, Went- 
worth, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, and Woodworth—8s. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. 
Mr. WENTWORTH inquired of the Speaker 


what was the business first in order? 


The SPEAKER stated that the consideration of | 


the private bills lying on the Speaker’s table was 
first in order. 








|| ‘The question was then taken on going into com. 

| mittee, by yeas and nays, and there were: Yeas 

|| 72, nays 108. 

‘|| So the motion was decided in the negative, and 
the House refused to go into committee. , 
The House then proceeded to the consideration 

|| of the private bills on the Speaker’s table. 

| The bill for the relief of Alvan C. Goell was first 

| taken up. 

|| When this bill was before the House, there 

was a motion made to amend it, by striking out 

the sum of $20,000 and inserting $5,000. 

|| And, pending the amendment, a motion was 

meee that the bill and amendment be laid upon the 

|| table, 

|| The first question this morning taken was on the 

|| motion to lay the bill and amendment on the table: 
which was disagreed to. ; 

The vote was then taken on agreeing to the 
amendment, and decided in the affirmative, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 116, nays 49. § 
| the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, was accordingly 
read a third time. 

The question then recurred on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the previous question, 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered to be now put, viz: “ Shall the bill pass?” 
And it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. RELFE, the bill authorizing 
the issue of patents to George Ramsay and Tho- 
mas T. January, for certain lands entered in the 
county of St. Louis, State of Missouri, was indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. ALBERT SMITH, the bill 
for the relief of Anna Griffin, of the county of 
ict oming, State of New York, was laid on the 
tabie. 

The following bills were taken up and ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and, bein 
| engrossed, were accordingly read a third time om 
assed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence: 

A bill for the relief of George B. Russell and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of Susan Brum; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Gassaway 
| Watkins, an officer of the Maryland Continental 
Line in the war of the Revolution; 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
John B. Chaudonia; 3 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Guess; 

A bill for the relief of William Causey; 
i| A bill for the relief of Wilfred Knott; 
|| A bill for the relief of James Williams; 
|| A bill for the relief of Barnard O’Neil; 
|| A bill for the relief of John Pickett and others; 
|| _ A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of 
Stephen Johnson, deceased; 
} 

i 

} 















A bill for the relief of the assignees of the late 
Bank of Alexandria; 

A bill for the relief of the administrators of Jo- 
seph Edson, deceased, late marshal of the district 
of Vermont; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Hyacinth 
Laselle; 

A joint resolution for the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Purser G. R. Barry; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Adams; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas M. Newell; 

A bill for the relief of Henry La Reintree; 

A bill for the relief of Harvey Reynolds; 

A bill for the relief of Catharine Stevenson; 

A bill for the relief of Edith Ramey; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Clayton; 

A bill for the relief of James Green; 

A bill granting a pension to Silas Chatfield; 

A bill for the relief of John C. Stewart and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Lawson, deceased; 

‘| A bill to provide for the final settlement of the 
|| accounts of John Spencer, late receiver of public 
| moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Metoyer and 
|| Francois Gaiennie, deceased; , 

|| _ A bill for the relief of the widow of Elijah Brag- 
don, deceased ; 

|| A bill for the relief of James H. Conley; 

|| A bill for the relief of William T, Walthall; 
|| A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Fitch; 

\| A bill for the relief of Thankful Reynolds; 
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